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The following Double Acrostics are 
collected into one little book, in the 
hope that they may contribute to the 
amusement of a few of the many fire-side 
circles who find in Acrostics a pleasant 
recreation for the winter (evenings. Some 
of them were written so early as the 
year 1854. All of them are by the same 
pen, although by mistake two or three 
have been inserted in another collection, 
slightly altered, and under a different 
signature. 



DOUBLE ACROSTICS. 



1. 

1. My Jtrst beams lucid from a woman's eye. 

2. Deep buried 'neath the earth my next doth lie. 

3. My third haunts Egypt's shores, once wor- 

shipped there. 

4. Reft of mj fourth this world* no more were fisdr. 

Of these th* initials take, and you will find 
The righteous doom pronounced on all mankind ; 
Then to the finals turn, and you shall see 
The blessing promised for eternity. 

2. 

1. That which we give to earth, yet trust will rise 
Once more, to live and bloom *neath brighter 

skies. 

2. That Christian grace which will for ever shine. 
And humbly emulate the grace divine. 

3. A word which names some period marked on 

earth 
As that when great events have had their bvttbL. 
1* 
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4. That land where great events took pla,ce oi 

yore, 
Blood stained its rivers, reptiles thronged its 
shore. 

5. Lastly, the monarch whom that realm obeyed. 
Who to destruction rushed, by portents un- 
dismayed. 

In finals and initials are expressed 
Two words, which both imply a state of rest. 
Roused from the one, the best of men will find 
That cares await him ; *,but with lowly mind 
And trusting faith, his spirit finds repose 
In hope of bliss the other will disclose. 

8. 

1. That which with ceaseless whirr demands the 

• toil 
Of many a noble son of British soil. 

2. The trellised temple where in garden gay 
Imprisoned songsters trill their varied lay. 

3. That prelate to whom grateful Ireland owes 
The Alma Mater whence her learning flows. 

4. The painter in whose works will long endure 
The greatest triumphs of the clear-obscure. 

5. That to which, day by day, the painter turns. 
When in his soul Art^s inspiration burns. 

6. That which of old the Grecian poet strung, 
B>esponsive to the theme which fired his tongue, 
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The first and fhial letters take of these, 
And you will see the names of two fair trees. 
One for the conqueror's brow supplies a crown. 
Conqueror in arms or arts, who wins renown ; 
Whilst the white blossoms of the other twine 
Around the votaries of love and wine. 
How different the fate of these fair trees — 
One glorious labour crowns, and one inglorious 
ease! 

4. 

1. A friend of summer days and cloudless skies. 
Who from the lowering gloom of winter flies. 

2. The warlike tribe who conquered China's 

throne. 
And to the ancients were as Scythians known. 

3. The loud resounding trumpet, raised on high, 
And coiled like man's primaeval enemy. 

4. The fabled bird of old Arabian tale, 

Whose outstretched wings could the bright 
sunbeams veil. 

5. A New- World river, in whose name we trace 
The memory of a fierce but vanished race. 

Lo I where th' initials rage without control 
Wild sweep the waves, the seething billows roll ; 
The finals, crushed beneath its furious sway. 
Groans, shivers, sinks, an unresisting prey ; 
And the hushed tumult sobs itself away. 
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6. 

1. That which accompanies life's sunny hour, 
But disappears when gloom and darkness lour. 

2. The priestess standing high above the wave 
With guiding torch, who failed from death to 

save. 

3. One who assumes that his dim mortal eye 
Reads in the stars earth's hidden destiny. 

4. Those whom we cling to in our childhood's 

home, 
And yearn for when in foreign lands we roam. 

5. The mighty river through whose dry- drained 

bed 
The conquering Cyrus his great army led. 

6. What comes not near us in life's brightest 

day, 
Though few escape it ere life ebb away. 

7. The great philosopher in whose works shine 
Not Christian light, yet light almost *^ divine." 

8. A King of Italy ere Rome arose. 

Who bravely fought in Trojan Eneas' cause. 

9. The lofly mountain on whose high cleft crest 
The flood-tossed Ark of Safety found its rest. 

10. A castle fenced by Teviot and by Tweed, 
Yet Baliol there was forced the crown to cede. 

Here two great poets of our own loved isle, 
Differing in age and differing more in style : 
Yet each by truthful inspiration wrought, 
Poet of action one, and one of thought. 
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0*er nature, 'mid the joys and woes of men, 
This glanced with keen appreciating ken ; 
The other to her fairest scenes withdrew 
For contemplation, tinging each bright hue 
With tenderness and love of human-kind, 
Drawn from the store-house of his own pure nund. 

6. 

1. What 'tis better for man to deserve than attain. 

2. A book which sets forth all a false prophet's 

creed. 

3. A saint said to fight with the legions of Spain. 

4. What greatly refreshes the summer-parched 

mead. 

5. A bark-inclosed nymph of the forests of Greece. 

6. A city well known for a conqueror's birth. 

7. That which reeling 'neath load of rich autumn's 

increase, 
Conveys to our gamers the blessings of earth. 

In these find the names of two mountains which 

smile 
On the loveliest scenes of our own native isle. 

7. 

1. The rustic's wealth, which home at eventide 

" Wends slowly o'er the lea." 

2. A Western isle whose minster's ruined pride 

O'erlooks the restless sea. 
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3. A tree — heaven's lightning plays around its 

crest, 
Yet still unscathed that tree. 

4. That which exhaustless firom a mother's breast 

Wells forth for thee and me. 

These tell what, through the length of Britain's 
isle 

Spread green and fair to see ; 
Long may they in their happy beauty smile ! 

God bless, and keep them free ! 

8. 

1. An Emperor of Rome, the first there known 
To die in peace and leave his son the throne. 

2. A powerful drug, which now by chemic skill 
We from once useless dank sea-weed distil. 

3. The melancholy bird whose nightly call 
Is heard from ruined tower and ivied wall. 

4. The little shell-fish, low in nature's scale. 
Against whose force no raging waves prevail. 

5. A royal pile, built to commemorate. 

By its strange form, a holy martyr's fate. 

6. That island which the ancients held to lie 
By clouds enveloped 'neath far northern sky. 

Here the initials and the finals find 

Springing at once unscathed by chill March wind. 
Larking below its leaves of tender green, 
The preaenee of the first ia fell, not. %tci\*. 
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As through the woodland or close lane we tread, 

We scent its perfume from its lowly bed. 

And stoop, all charmed, the much-loved prize to 

gain, 
Then back withdraw our hand with sudden pain. 
For, the rough guardian of the treasure, there 
The second stands, as if by nature's care 
*Twere placed to shield her darling sweet and fair. 

9. 

1. Pluck the spring floweret, in our fields though 

rare, 
Tis near allied to sweet profusion there. 

2. Whisper the spell renowned in Arab lore, 
The seed which Egypt's commerce sends our 

shore. 

3. That hunter name whose arrow slipped aside. 
And by the fatal shaft his monarch died. 

4. Climb the lone Alpine mountain, and discern 
From its commanding height the Lake Lucerne. 

5. Search the great moralist's fictitious page, 
And find the name he gives to eastern sage. 

(S. Visit the quarry 'neath Italian skies. 

Which to the sculptor purest store supplies. 

7. Last, seek, like sailors tired and tempest-tost, 
A place of refuge on some friendly coast. 

Now take initials, finals, and see here 

Inhabitants of sandy deserts drear. 

Poets of old from each a man\ ^te^i ^ 

Aa each from different point «p^w«i^\» ^>w« ^ 
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Emblem of careless parent deemed my first, 
Leaving its young by strangers to be nursed ; 
But in the last a loving mother shown, 
Who for her offspring's life would give her own. 
Reverse the metaphor — the first all care 
Commits to Providence, with faith too rare ; 
The last by anxious faithless care possest, 
' Turns in despair and wounds her own sad breast. 

10. 

1. My first is oil baptized with pomp and show. 
And raised to tell a nation's joy or woe. 

2. My second names an Empress of Greece, 

And brings the wearied student thoughts of 
peace. 

3. A town of great antiquity and gloom 

My thirdy where stands a wondrous poet's 
tomb. 

4. My fourth^ a saint, we read in monkish lore. 
Who through the raging flood his Saviour bore. 

5. My fifth, a tree well known at Irish fair. 
Whose snowy blossoms scent the spring-tide 

air. 

6. Lo ! from a circle's centre e'er proceed 

My sixth, as perhaps in Euclid you may read. 

7. My seventh, a spheroid which low buried lies, 
But when revealed draws tears from many 

eyes. 
A Afy e^hth great Newton loved, tlot axv^ry ^ew 
TVben all bia theories he ovetlYixeN?. 
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Along the banks of Cam or Isis strays 
Grave Erudition, crowned with well-earned hays, 
Amidst his triumphs musing on the past — 
He early felt my first who gains my last. 

It 

1. My first through dim cathedral aisle 

Is taught its note to raise, 
And chant in long-breathed harmony 
Thanksgiving, prayer, and praise. 

2. My next an isle in Danube*s stream 

By Gallic troops twice crossed, 
To gain at last a victory 
Which they before had lost. 

3. Behold my thirds a kingly youth. 

Curb brutal force by skill. 
But sink, in manhood's later years, 
'Neath his own uncurbed will. 

4. Who has not heard in childhood's hour, 

How, fighting for a crown, 
My £ah\ed fourth was beaten sore. 
And banished from the town ? 

5. My fifth on board the Golden Hind 

Through calm and storm sailed on^ 
Whilst round the globe \aa cvi>xt^^ V^ ^\fc«^^> 

Companion of the avm. 
2 



14 BOUBLB AGBOSTIGS. 

6. A warrior's devoted wife . 
My sixths in Palestine ; 
In England mourned, a queen beloved 
To whom rose cross and shrine. 

Here find their names whom clime and age 

Had placed so far apart, 
Yet side by side their works shew forth 

The brotherhood of art. 

12. 

1. A Frenchman whose science can track each 

stray star. 

2. A beast whose keen eyesight marks victim afar. 

3. A tenure of land which by service we hold. 

4. In the City of Ocean a bridge quaint and old. 

5. A season when mourning is turned into joy. 

6. A gem 'twas once thought not e'en fire could 

destroy. 

A prince great and good the initials will show; 

And a beautiful city the finals set forth. 
Seat of knowledge, that prince was the first to 
endow, 

Whence emanate piety, learning, and worth. 

13. 

L A Western stream, along whose wooded banks 
Fierce armies spread their ranks. 

2. A nymph, whose speed of foot, in days of old, 
Was stayed by gold. 
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3. A Russian fortress, scene of fearful strife 

And loss of noble life. 

4. A gentle saint, revered in SicHy, 

Who to lone grot did flee. 

5. A dainty fish, which gourmands greatly prize 

When dished before their eyes. 

6. A spot where foreign prince once touched our 

strand, 
W^hen called to rule the land. 

Here to initials, finals, give your mind ; 

Two captives you will find. 
One brought from some &r glowing southern 
clime, 

A noisy merry mime ; 
From Germany the other, warbling gay 

His prison-taught lay ; 
And each caressing oft in grateful mood 

The hand which gives their food. 

14. 

1. Lot firom ArchangeFs port my Jirst sailed forth, 
And stamped his name far in the ice-bound 

north. 

2. My next, a lake upon whose margin trod 
A poet vowed to Nature and to Grod. 

3. My third, from Indians soil borne o*er the main. 
To English warp and woof imparts its stain. 

4. My fourth, by science, brought fresh worlds to 

sight. 
His own eyes blinded by excessive light. 
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5. My fifth, directed by the steersman's skill, 
Guides the huge war-ship at the master's will. 

6. My sixth — foul shame to England's Roses — 

there 
Cold-blooded Yorkists murdered England's 
heir. 

Two words from these] are formed, in which we 

trace 
The varied aspects of fair Nature's face, 
Whilst they describe the ever changeful rays 
That joy and sorrow shed o'er life's short days. 
Let us remember, as each hue prevails. 
It comes from One whose goodness never fails ; 
In sunniest hour be gratitude avowed. 
And Faith see light behind the darkest cloud. 



15. 



1. My first, a prince, for Royal Charles long 

fought. 
Then solace for his age in science sought. 

2. My next, a flower, which loves the waking wind 
Of early spring, in groves and woods we find. 

3. My third — good man! — at Athens met his 

doom. 
By woman's hand interred, a hearth his tomb. 

4. My fourth, the brotherhood who fought for 

Rome, 
miere the survivor found a soitomtv^Voiavfe* 
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5. My Jifth^ a princess sharing England^s throne, 
Loved and revered in life, and mourned when 

gone. 

6. My sixths a Danish fortress, long renowned 

In Shakespear's page, where it is haunted 
ground. 

7. My seventh^ a sainted monarch, France^s pride, 
Fought for the Cross, and before Tunis cUed. 

In the first letters and the last we name 
Two painters who have earned immortal fame. 
One, when reviving art its light first shed, 
Celestial beauty o'er the canvas spread ; 
The other, in a ruder northern clime. 
Bade ruder scenes delight a later time ; 
Yet inspiration both firom nature drew. 
And both shall live because to nature true. 



16. 

1 . An Eastern race we once deemed gentle, mild ; 
Too late, alas ! found cruel, fierce, and wild. 

2. A word by which diplomatists express 
Their final answer, neither more nor less. 

3. A fairy queen, a merry tricksy sprite. 

Who drives her team across our brain at night. 

4. A creature in Canadian waters found, 

For strange constructive qualities renowned. 

5. A case, which filled V\\h \ti«\xwskKoX.^'SK^ ^N^st^ 
For use or ornament o\a ^TWCk^^^^fta'^^^'^^- 

2* 
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6. An island in the far Pacific seas, 

Where Christian hymns now float upon the 
breeze. 

Th' initials speak of this our native strand ; 
The finals of rich plains in foreign land, 
From whence invaders, in the days of yore, 
Sailed up the first and gazed upon the shore, 
And in the spreading marshes of the north, 
Fancied their southern home was shadowed forth. 
" Behold our much loved country !" they exclaim, 
And thence the flowing waters took their name. 

17. 

1. Beneath an oak tree lying, 

I heard my first go forth 
As gently as if sighing. 

Then playful as in mirth ; 
Then came a sullen wailing. 

Then loud and angry cry, • 
Yet where'er h swept ne'er failing 

Some blessing to supply. 

2. Beneath the oak tree lying, 

I listened to that sound. 
And fancy's ear applying. 

My second there I found ; 
Remembering how the heathen 

Interpreted of yore. 
These aoundi^ to speak the fate of men^ 
Jn their wild Runic lore. 
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3. Beneath that oak tree lying, 

With closing eyelids, there 
My third was then supplying 

A dream most bright and fair ; 
Half waking and half sleeping, 

Came o'er me that strange mood. 
Till I seemed to hear loud weeping 

Within that ancient wood. 

4. Ay ! 'neath that oak tree lying. 

As in ages long ago, 
I saw the victims dying, 

1 heard the wail of woe ; 
I saw my fourth march ever 

With flowing robe and free. 
And with golden sickles sever 

Mystic branches from that tree. 

5. How, 'neath that oak tree lying, 

I dallied with the past ; 
Then, in the future prying. 

On a book my eyes were cast. 
The sudden thought came o'er me, 

(Relic of by-gone age,) 
I should find my fifth before me 

On the chance-opened page. 

Now gather the first letters I 

Breathe them forth with purpose hi^gfi I 
Bid them burst dim eTtot*^^^\.\&"t^% 

Proclum a good l\me Ta^\ 
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All yain thur holikm sonndiiig. 
Vain their woDdrous power and might. 

Till the finals are aboiuidiDg, 

And our God pronounce them right ! 

18. 

1. My Jirst, the base assassin of a king. 

In fearful torture paid the debt of crime. 

2. My nexty all knowledge to the flames bade fling, 
And gained the execration of all time. 

3. My Vurdy an Irish prince, through whose fair 

land 
Beauty and riches took their way in peace. 

4. My fourth, a fortress, could ten years withstand 
The warlike armies of the kings of Greece. 

5. My fifth, the name which once those exiles bore 
Who fed on Indian soil their greed of gain. 

6. My sixths the good great sage of ancient lore. 
Whose death to Athens is a deathless shame. 

From these great themes derive the simple name 
Of suppliants for our winter bounty now, 
And that of the small boon they come to claim. 
Which kindly hearts with liberal hands bestow. 

10. 

1. The Scottish wood which marched to Dun- 

sinane. 
2.*^ A fertile province o*er the western main. 
^. The ensign Danish Horsa raised on high. 
4, A pleasant drink which GaWic Vvae^ ^m^^V^ . 
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5. A mountain towering o^er fair Yorkshire vales. 

6. A cape which home-bound seaman gladly 

hails. 

7. A thing to beauty and to topers dear. 

8. The object of the farmer's hope and fear. 

9. That to which youth in reverence should 

bend. 
10. Our earliest, dearest, best, and truest friend. 

Initials, finals, in due order place ; 
And here the names of two large towns we trace, 
Whence British skill and British labour pour 
Their joint productions to each distant shore. 



20. 

1. See Toy first in line advance 

To gay martial music's sound ! 
See, the well-trained horses prance 
Eager, o'er the guarded ground ! 

2. How my second here define ? 

On the earth or in the sky. 
How imaginary line 
M^vk as navies pass it by ? 

3. Melt we not almost to tears 

At my thirds a Hebrew name. 
Hers who after exiled 'je^cc^ 
Widowed to ber birlYi-'^^iei ^«scv&'^ 
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4. Lo! my fourth with outspread sail 

Roving o'er the Northern sea, 
Swarming o*er each hill and vale 
Of rich, conquered Normandy ! 

5. When the Eastern warrior arms, 

See my fifth, a weapon bright,' 
' *Mid the battle's wild alarms 
Flashing round reflected light. 

6. In the depth of ocean caves 

Find my sixth, expanding still, 
Growing daily *neath the waves, 
Work of tiny insect skill. 

7. Search in field or woodland dell 

For my seventh, blooming fair ; 
Scan the curious flowVet weU, 
Strange the semblance lurking there. 

8. Of my eighth, wise ancient, queen. 

Read of the works in storied page, 
And the wise reproach, I ween. 
Buried for the coming age. 

Take th* initials — they will claim 
Laurel wreath for poet's brow ; 

Take the finals — and the name 
Of fair poem they will show. 



DOUBLB ACROSTICS. 23 

21. 

1. A river by the fall of Phaeton faraed. 

2. That which as Heaven^s first law A. Pope 

proclaimed. 

3. A character well-drawn by Bulwer's pen. 

4. The decoration of gay serving-men. 

5. One whose sweet music charms our modern 

ears. 

6. A port where sculptured rock its form uprears. 

7. A colony of Attic race and speech. 

8. A solemn sound which lifers brief span may 

teach. 

How prized my first let parted lovers tell, 
Who view the cherished treasure o'er and o'er, 

And yet that first were never loved so well 
Unless the second were beloved still more. 

22. 

1. A Persian king, who warred with Rome in 

Rome's declining day. 

2. A Scottish village, where was built the first 

church north of Tay. 

3. A British prince of bearing high, to Rome a 

prisoner ta'en. 

4.* A Polish patriot, deeply mourned when num- 
bered with the slain. 

5. A town named from a Russian saiat^oxx. ^-u^kx'^ 
shore it lies. 
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6. A fair wild creature, whose soft fur the world's 

great rulers prize. 

7. A suhstauce which adornment lends to mines 

and caverns drear. 

8. A noble poet, generous, brave, who fell *neath 

kingly fear. 

The initals tell of vigils sad when longing sore for 
Unht, 

Of hours of languor on the couch when wearying 
for the night ; 

Yet they can tell of tender cares, affection's watch- 
ful eye. 

Of holy balm from heaven distilled, of aspirations 
high; 

Of promise from the Bible store, o'er which a 
light is thrown 

Revealing consolation ne'er in joy's bright moments 
known. 

The finals show what gently steals around, like 
breath of May, 

Advancing coyly, scarcely seen, yet welcomed day 
by day; 

Painting once more the palid cheek, strengthen- 
ing the feeble voice, 

RekiniUing lustre in the eye, and bidding friends 
rejoice, 

Till husband, children, sisters, all their happy 

peans raise. 
Together offering gratefully to God their heartfelt 
praise. 
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23. 



1 . " Hie ftway I hie away ! 

Over bank and over brae !" 
And there you'll find my bonny ^r*^, 
With golden blossoms gay. 

2. Lo ! down from Mount Hymettus 

With flashing swords and spears, 
My second boldly prancing come, 
The Turkish cavaliers. 

3. Where flows the bright Rhine water, 

Where lazy Scheldt may creep. 
My third is darkly yawning wide 
'Neath ruined castle keep. 

4. Eastward, where Persia raises 

Gay minaret and spire, 
My fourth, a town which harbours yet 
The worshippers of fire. 

What say initials ? finals ? 

They name a heaven-linked pair, 
Who from the cradle to the grave 

Each other's burdens bear. 

24. 

1. Seven sister stars ; of whom six, glowing bright, 
From communing with heaven derive their U^t\ 
The seventh, less briliY&xit tVioM^igcv ^^ «i<^^>d«^^ 
Her Justre dimmed by coxam>Mi\\i^'«SjC«i ««^^' 
3 
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2. A queen behold ; a warlike club her rest, 
A tiger^B skin enfolds her regal breast, 
Whilst, conquered by her beauty, Valour stands 
Twirling her distaff in his unarmed hands. 

3. A wife beloved ; a serpent amid flowers 
Coiled round her foot, cut short her earthly 

hours. 
But love survived, and from the realms of night 
In strains harmonious wooed her back to light. 

4. An ancient river ; whose white waters stayed 
Their course, when *neath them two fair babes 

were laid ; 
Refused their future masters to overwhelm. 
And spared the founders of a noble realm. 

Fables, of old, like these th' initials sung. 
And truths disguised around like flowerets flung ; 
For in his art mysterious he combined 
The higher aims we in the finals find, 
Teaching the weakness and the strength of love, 
The light which flows from converse fixed above, 
How nature^s self o'errules the schemes of man. 
And works subservient to her Maker's plan. 

25. 

1. A rude term of reproach is my first word, I 
fear. 
Yet the man who deaervea \t is bad, that is 
clear. 
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2. My next was a Viking of terror and fame, 
Who sailed up the Humber and there left his 

name. 

3. My third, a clear river in Scotland, which long 
By Wordsworth unvisited, lives in his song. 

4. My fourth was a Grecian, a king and a sage. 
Revered for the wisdom which crowned his old 

age. 
6, TAy fifth, a grim monster, whom children may 
dread. 
When the story of Hop-o'-my-thumb they have 
read. 

6. My sixth with Guy Fawkes was discovered, 

they say. 
In the Parliament vaults on the Gunpowder 
day. 

7. My seventh, a port in West Russia, whence grain 
Is exported to England across the north main. 

8. My eighth bestows relish on fowl, flesh, or fish, 
Though hunger without it gives zest to each 

dish. 

Now find all these words, and in them you will 

find 
Two paintefs well skilled to depict woman-kind. 
Our grandames to one sat with saque, hoop, and 

fan. 
To the other the next generation all ran. 
For with grace and refinement they beauty invest. 
Though innocent childhood e^teYi \q>n^^ \.^ ^"SflissJ^ 

best. 
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26. 

1. The Norman Conqueror my first imposed, 

And trembling Saxons heard with dire dis- 
may; 
But time with healing hand the wound has 
closed, 
And the sound breathes but in the pectus lay ; 

2. Save here and there from hamlet far remote 

O'er my wild second^ at the fall ofday. 
We hear its chimes like distant music float. 
Startling the moor-fowl in the twilight grey. 
8. There 'mid the flowery gems which gaily deck 
The springy turf where gipsy wanderers stray. 
My pure white tMrdy with many a ^^ nod and 
beck. 
And wreathed anile,'' seems on the breeze 
to play. 

4. Amongst those gipsy wanderers we may find — 

Though flrom their border-land far, far, are 
they— 
My fourth^ a common surname, to the mind 
Bringing back border ballad quaint and gay ; 

5. And where myfifth^mth high o'er-branching 

bough. 
Tempers the summer sun's bright fervid ray» 
Those wanderers rest, whilst on their dusky 
brow 
Th* umbrageous shadow quivers from each 
spray. 
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Now in th' initials of these words we scan 

That which the winnowing wind may waft away; 

The finals show Gk>d*s bounteous gift to man, 
For which we grateful thanks and homage pay. 

27. 

F. An evil spirit is my Jirst^ which oft to ruin leads. 

2. My next, the golden fruit which glows in the 

Hesperian meads. 

3. My rich third sparkles brightly on the brow of 

British Queen. 

4. In solitude my fourth will speak, yet there is 

never seen. 

5. My Jifth works blithe in autumn fields when 

harvest glads the earth. 

6. My sixth adorns our highest peer, yet owns a 

lowly birth. 

Th' initials show a poet now not long 
Borne to his burial ripe in age and fame ; 

The finals give the subject of his song, 

And her who will embalm his honoured name. 

November^ 1856 

28. 

1. The lady stands in castle hall. 
The courser at the gate, 
Her youngest, best beloved of all. 

Enters with step elate ; 
He kneels, she gives her benison, 
He rides forth to the war ; 
3* 
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The clang of my first on the pavement soon 

Sounds faint, more faint afar. 
She smiles at thought of glory won, 
Then sighs, and prays " God guide my son I" 

2. Up some secluded rural vale 

Which opens to the shore, ^ 

Comes, borne upon the summer gale, 

Booming, ray seccnuPs roar. 
Like startled deer, from cot and glen 

The peasantry rush out. 
Women and children trembling, whilst the men 

In wild excitement shout — 
" Hurrah I a victory to-day !" 

Alas ! their loved ones, where are they ? 

3. My thirds by Avon's bard portrayed 

As young and wise and fair, 
A noble rich Venetian maid, 

Who by her father's care 
Must choose her lord by trial strange. 

Look where she firmly stands — 
The suitors each around the caskets range. 

She clasps her gentle hands, 
And on one, gladly welcomed there. 
She smiles, and breathes a woman's prayer. 

4. Li a neat cottage garden see 

My fourth its treasure yield ; 
In spring a blushing blooming tiee. 
The labourer from the field 
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Returning, scans the promise there, 

His young ones by his side ; 
He strokes each little maiden's lint-white 
hair, 

And dreams with honest pride 
Of prizes gained at autumn show, * 
In spite of hall-storms threatening now. 

5. My Jifthy a picture far less bright 

As hour by hour she plies 
Her needle by the fading light, 

With weary hands and eyes ; 
Scarce daring now aside to turn, 

From the fast lessening task 
By which she trusts the needful food to earn, 

Her loved ones faintly ask. 
" Oh ! surely they for this will pay. 
Nor make me wait another day !'* 

*Ti8 ever thus, in hall and cot ; 

Where beats a human heart. 
Initials, finals, haunt that spot. 

And light and shade impart. — 
Well pleased, in recent fiction's page, 

Of gleams and glooms of life 
We read, where duty and self-will engage 

The soul in ceaseless strife, 
And gratefbl bend to Her whose power 
Charms and instructs our leisure hour. 

1861. 
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29. 

. The Indian king Yiho bravely fought beside 

Hydaspes* stream. 
!. The witty slave whose fables still are held in 

high esteem. 
i. City for store of learning famed, by rude ian- 

atics fired. 
. A French anatomist, well-known, and by the 

world admired. 
. That which from lowly bed is brought to ban- 
quet rich and rare. 
•. A messenger from summer climes foreteljing 

spring-tide fair. 
'. And lastly, those bright gardens where, from 

many a foreign strand, 
Assemble plants of beauty to adorn our native 

land. 

!^ow take of these th' initials and see before you 
rise, 

^^ith stately mien and gorgeous plume, a bird of 
Indian skies ; 

Then to the finals turn and mark in humble rus- 
set drest. 

The little chirping denizen of straw-built English 
nest. 

^ear some park-lodge, by lofty trees o'er-spread 
with verdant screen. 

These birds, so strangely differing, together may 
be seen ; 
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With liberal hand the food is thrown to the 

adopted there, 
And the pert rustic boldly comes to claim and 

seize a share, 
Whilst passing stranger joys to think of bounty 

freely given 
E'en to the wicked, for the sake of those beloved 

by Heaven. 

80. 

1. The sound by which we know 

One from the mouth of Tweed. 

2. A province long ago 

Famed for fierce Spanish steed. 

3. The Adda's Bridge, where low 

Lay many a warlike head. 

4. What when the soft winds blow 

Impatient sailors dread. 

5. What history*s pages show 

Most tyrants shun in vain. 

6. She whose sad tears 'gan flow 

At Virgil's mournful strain. 

7. The British ships which plough 

The broad and billowy main. 

Here man with science tries 
To soar from earth away, 

And far into the skies 
Vainly extend his sway. 
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More lowly and more wise, 
There earth with iron band 

He binds, and thus supplies 
The commerce of the land. 



81. 



1 . An English prelate, near whose honoured tomb 
His scholars still repeat the song of home. 

2. A king of Wessex, framer of wise laws 
To rule subservient to religion's cause. 

3. The noble ship destroyed that glorious day. 
When Nelson conquered in Aboukir Bay. 

4. A Tuscan island, whose fair bills supplied 
Store of that wine by which false Clarence died. 

5 . The hallowed pile of old, whence learning, worth, 
To Europe from the far west issued forth. 

6. The youthful prince, who 'neath a humble roof 
Revolving warlike schemes, earned sharp re- 
proof. 

7. Gift of a wife's pure love, the vessel gay, 
Which to the conquest bore her lord away. 

Brave lord was he, in the initials shown 
His name, who by that conquest gained a throne ; 
And in the finals hers, who blessed his life, 
His strangely wooed but much beloved wife. 
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82. 



1. The tonsured prince who wears a triple crown. 

2. A gulf whose ancient nuptials gained renown. 

3. The flower which emulates the rainbow's dyes. 

4. The stream which overflows to fertilise. 

These show what all in life are doomed to share, 
And what we value most when we with this com- 
pare. 

88. 

1. Boiling and bubbling and hissing, my first 

Hear, where destruction threatens with 
loud roar 
As if old ocean from his fountain burst. 

2. Trace of my nex% as found in mythic lore 

We in the darlings of the spring may see, 
The food by love provided for her store. 

3. Lo ! to my third whole nations bend the knee 

Wheo Syria's king his idol-worship pays. 
And the base paricides strike home and flee. 

4. When on some doomed land gaunt famine lays 

His withering hand, or blood-stained war 
uprears 
His front, my pale fourth meets the sick- 
ening gaze. 
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4. A hallowed spot in heathen creed 

My fourth, where goats, arouud 
A wondrous fountain led to feed, 
The oracle first found. 

5. Last of a royal race, who'long 

Had reigned in land unknown, 
My fifth, by treachery and wrong 
Lost treasure, life, and crown. 

6. My nxth, in spring-time, from afar 

Steals, hiding from each eye ; 
But loiterers ^neath the eTening star 
List to the bird*s strange cry. 

Now hark ^ with merry peal the bells 

The gay initials cheer ; 
Whilst sadly for the finals, knells 

Their sound upon the ear. 

86. 

1. A mighty city; history relates 

Tales of its massive walls, thronged streets, and 
hundred gates. kt- 

2. A noble judge, who passing to his seat. 
Daily in reverence bent, his honoured sire to 

greet. 

3. A graceful fern, growing where trees o'erspread 
Their ample leafy shade to guard its regal head. 

4. A worker at the forgfe, on whom love wrought 
JUb jDlracleSf and from the flames a pakiter 

brought. 
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6, A rocky island, rising from the sea. 

Where the blind poet rolled his warlike melody. 

6. A constellation gUttering on high, 

Which at its rising brings dark clouds and 
stormy sky. 

7. A fragrant flower, which, bending o'er the tide. 
Tells of a self-admiring youth who gazed and 

died. 

From Scotia*s barren hills th' initials came, 
Nature in sweetest yerse he sang, and found it 

fame; 
He watched her footsteps through the finals rangt, 
Praised Grod, and bade the world behold ^ these 

as they change." 



87. 



1. HLjfrst^ a riyer, floweth through Afric'a bum* 

ing sands. 
2* My ikext^ a weapon, throweth death amidst 
f( hostile bands. 

3. My third kind pity bringeth to the sad wounded 

there. 

4. My fourth^ wild creature, springeth from out his 

sayage lair. 

5. lUsfflh^ when darkness falleth and earth lies 

hushed in night, 
To its bright compeetB ca2^^ m ^^^^jSas^ 
words of Ught. 
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What show th* initials? Surging in shapeless 

masses, see, 
Coumungling and emerging, dim types of things 

to be. 
Till the finals o*er them stealing, bid the mighty 

tumult cease. 
And, the Word of God revealing, all is beauty 

love, and peace. 



88. 



1. Let red Thermopylae his name declare 

Who perished with the brave three hundred 
there. 

2. Say what is he, whose skill restores the sight 
Of one whose visual orbs are closed in night ? 

3. Reveal the fableid sorceress of that isle 
Where strength and wisdom succumbed to 

her smile. 

4. Next tell what Chimborazo, lifted high, 

Doth to the mountains which beneath him 
Ue. 

5. Proclaim that month, chilled by the eastern 

blast. 
On which the hope of coming spring is cast. 

6. Seek, 'mid the din of mutiny and arms, 

A kingdom which the sun of India warms. 

7. Breathe forth a poet's name, who lives re- 

nowned, 
Id this proaaic age, by laurel cto^me^. 
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8* With stammering tongue describe that fearful 
sprite, 
Startling the sleeper in the dead of night. 
9. Find on th' Atlantic's yerge a Spanish port. 

Where in past years contending navies fought. 
10. Then to the fortress of Vincennes repair, 
And mourn the Royal Bourbon's slaughtered 
heir. 

From these two words deduce. In one behold 
Wonder ne'er dreamed of in the days of old, 
The rapid courser far outstripped in speed. 
And strength which does from thing most weak 

proceed : 
Whilst in the second word his name you find 
Who planned that wonder in his mighty mind. 

89. 

1 . The plant which brightest yamish doth produce. 
In foliage elegant, with baleful juice. 

2. The ibid base Indian traitor, who betrayed 
To cruel slaughter where he proffered aid. 

3. Fringe of oyr streams, whose supple twigs we 

weave 
In graceful forms which flowers and fruit 
receive. 

4. The holy season, when the snow-white vest, 
The type of inward purity expressed. 

6. A small flat dsh) oft tekeix ow ^^st cs^'v^ 
lAttle regarded \>y a «Qsm^tacsa^\tfMX« 
4* 
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6. The hill which towers above the plains of 

Thrace, 
And wide across them, eastward spreads its 
base. 

7. A lovely gem whose many-twinkling rays 
In soft and varied tints reflect the blaze. 

8. Bird of ill-omen, in whose dusky form 

The anxious seaman views the coming storm. 

From these th^ initials and the finals bring, 
And lo I before you two fair flowerets spring. 
One speaks of hope ere Winter take its flight, 
And c^ the coming Spring gives promise bright : 
The other, whilst gay Summer lingers still. 
Heralds pale Autumn on the moorland hill, 
Bends *neath the breeze, or glistens in the dew, 
And to the sky reflects its own clear blue. 

40. 

1. The mode of speech which marks each separate 

tongue. 

2. The ancient name of lovely western, stream. 

3. A reptile from the mud of Nilus sprung. 

4. A border-tower by border-minstrel sung. 

5. The beauties of a fabled paradise. 

6. A Spanish dish which sends forth savoury 

steam. 

7. And one whose wary judgements lawyers 

prize. 
And England honours still as great, and 
good, and wise. 
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In the first letters and the last you see 
Two well-drawn characters of chivalry, 
Drawn hy one master-hand with wondrous skill, 
And nice distinction of their good and ill. 
One for a righteous cause dared deadly strife, 
The other bravely closed a treachery-sullied life. 



41. 



1. Bright hopeful offspring of the sununer sun, 

In hallowed union with the dewy cloud. 

2. Noblest of ancient streams, whose waters run 

Through parted kingdoms with a thimdering 
sound. 

3. The Spanish poet wielding pen and sword, 

Who took his death wound on the battle- 
field ; 

4. She who doth type of Highest Love afford. 

And to her young ones welcome shelter 
yield. 

5. Lastly, the wretch who prowls on Indian soil. 

And hides in varied guise his murderous 
hand; 
Now springing on the weary sons of toil, 
Now grappling with the magnates of the land. 

Two words th' initials and the finals make. 
Words which true faith alone can well define. 

Words between which W«^ dI^«kM\5^.\Q\ssfi^ai*A^ 
And yet distinguished WX.Xs^'^^^V ^w»r» 
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42- 

1. Fair and free it floats o'er the sea, 

It waves from the bastioned tower ; 
'Twill rise in the day of victory, 
In the day of distress 'twill lower. 

2. Beneath the waves in the coral caves. 

Doth dark fierce warrior hide ; 
Dragged to the light, when dead, how bright 
He glares in scarlet pride. 

3. Now, westward ho I the galleons go 

Forth from the ports of Spain — 
Who first the Amazon sees flow 
To join the billowy main f 

4. Here placed apart *mid works of art 

Pictures of Flemish fame ; 
In field or fight a courser white 
Reveals the painter's name. 

6. A city fair. Once glorious there 
A pagan temple stood. 
With silver shrines and jewels rare. 
The. boast of heathenhood. 

6. In forest swamp or prairie camp. 
The New- World travellers hear 
Tbe warning sound ere the reptile \>ouud^ 
And Btart with sudden fear. 
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7. Id th' heavens we mark, when days are dark, 
And the waning year grows old, 
A glittering sign in the Zodiac line, 
The sign. of a warrior bold. 

Th' initials take with the finals — make 

Two words which well declare 
How God hath blessed this world, and dressed 

Its fields with beauty rare. 

43. 

1. A flavour delicious of grapes and of wines. 

2. A college from which issue learned divines. 

3. A naturalist whom still in honour we hold. 

4. A work highly reverenced by Hebrews of old. 

5. A protection encircling our field or our fold. 

In initials and finals will stand forth confest, 
Two rivers of Scotland which run east and west. 

1. Behold a glorious visitant, who flies 
Through boundless space, and sweeps our 

northern skies. 

2. Springing from blood by sad Apollo shed, 
See azure floweret droop its graceful head. 

3. Seek the bright lake, where firom the mountains 

round 
Seven times the Auadera%eODL'^%^^NSiL\^'«2^ss^ 
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4. List as light fingers touch the ivory kejs, 
And vith gay merry theme let music please. 

6. On Scottish heath mark stones unhewn and 
grey, 
Piled hy a race which long hath passed away. 

6. And then at last return where duties call, 
And find that spot the best-loved spot of all. 

There 'mid those duties deem it to uphold 
That which initials, finals, here unfold ; 
Cling to the one, whose pure and hallowed cause 
Sheds lustre on the other, which thence draws 
Its highest claim to reverence for its laws. 

45. 

1. "Time out of mind the Fairies' coachmaker," 

My first we're taught to know. 

2. My nextj vast empire! spreads from sunny 

climes 
To ruthless wilds of snow. 

3. Straight from far Thibet to its many mouths 

My third's bright waters foam. 

4. My/owrth, best type of a domestic wife, 

Ne'er leaves its humble home. 

5. My Jiftkj througn life, with quick instinctive 

care. 
We guard from every ill. 
^. Jfy sizikf the Frenchman who first soared aloft 
. With aerooautic BkUl. 
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7. My seventh^ the Christian grace which wins 
the soul 
Its duties to fulfil. 

Here find the name of gentle peasant maid, 

Long since a proverh grown ; 
And of physician, skilful, learned, kind. 

Once loved wherever known. 
Join these, and then a peasant maid no more 

We see before us stand. 
But high-bom lady, who, when troublous times 

Vexed her fitir native land. 
Was in her childhood trusted — faithful found, 

Wise, active, loving, brave ; 
And, after lengthened years, with tears was borne 

By true hearts to her grave. 

46. 

1. What we fiy fix>m at morning, tho* loved over 

night. 

2. The bird which majestic soars nearest the 

light. 

3. The law-giving king of did Rome — 'twas 

believed 
Inspiration he from a fair nymph had received. 
Whom he sought by her fountain bright. 

4. The mountains which frown over ¥ride Tartar 

plain. 

5. What the sick and \\xe ^tw^ w^\ssw5B»%>» 

gain. 
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6. What, sparkling, and happy, and joyous, we 
prize 
Too little whilst with us, regret when it flies. 
And never can hope to retain. 

And what spring from these? The initials will 

show, 
*Mid the dark chill of winter, starvation and woe ; 
Whilst the finals e*en winter can deck with a 

smile. 
And, happier far, that sad woe can beguile, 
And aid on the wretched bestow. 

47. 

1. That which one hand alone can reach, although 

to both *tis nigh. 

2. That which we would not lose, and yet to lose 

it daily try. 

3. Those which though soft and loose themselves, 

yet wildest rage can bind. 

4. That which we eat, and yet declare our drink 

we sometimes find. 

« 

Two words — go search the world around, and see 

where'er thou art, 
From thee and firom each other these lie ever wide 

apart. 

48. 

/. An abonginal of Indian isles, 
Wjbere the fierce sud on fiercer aa^^e «»XEk^<&%. 
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2. A city Darned " The earthly Paradise " 
Id the Celestial Empire where it lies. 

3. What rough aDd shapeless hides 'neath earth 

away, 
Yet throws forth beauty to the light of day. 

4. That which glides gaily o'er the summer seas, 
When pleasure- seekers court the favouring 

breeze. 

6, The weapon brightly flashing in the sun, 
When band to band the ranks of war rush on. 

6. Enriched by AthelstaD, aD EDglish town, 
The product of whose looms is widely known. 

7. That which the Saxon matron would dispense 
To all around, deriving title thcDce. 

8. The aDgel MiltoD drew, whose poteDt spear 
IJDveiled the Tempter squattiug at Eve's ear. 

9. That which light wiads throw sparkling on the 

shore. 
But angry gales dash there with wild uproar. 

Uuravel these. Two common creatures see, 
Whence we educe type of great mystery ; 
For, one portrays the stillaess of that hour 
Wheu Death o'er maD exerts his silcDt power; 
Yet from that tomb forth shall the other break. 
The same, tho' chaDged, to light and life awake, 
Radiant in beauty seek the summer sky^ 
Prefiguring a nobler 'viclorj . 
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49. 

• 

1. Scan the dark brow of night, espy a fieiy planet 

there. 

2. In lovely fiction find a sprite nnclaimed by 

earth or air. 

3. Behold the Lion-heart who fought on fields of 

Palestine. 

4. Crowned by its castle, gaze on that which beetles 

o'er the Rhine. 
6, That Poet read whose polished lines paint 
Roman manners fair. 

6. Two emperors at Tilsit met ; what then took 

place declare. 

7. Grather from waving fern the charm which makes 

us walk unseen. 

8. Name where three rivers rise, long famed for 

Hindu rites unclean. 

9. With cautious step in autumn tread the hazel- 

planted wood. 
And watch, concealed, the pretty bird which 
there finds daily food. 

Here finals and initials each reveal an honoured 

name. 
Two learned men who 'neath the crust of earth 

have found their &me ; 
With stones and rocks and mighty words a mimic 

war they rage, 
Andjoiaing in the search for tmth^are g^ceat men 
of our age. 
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50. 

1. Myjtrsty the child of modern science, brings 

A silent message oft of in eal or woe ; 

2. My next, the acolyte around him flings 

When breathes the solemn music soft and 
low. 

3. My ^rd, the region whence, alas ! resound 

Pernicious doctrines o'er the distant wave. 

4. My fourth once roamed etith hill and vale 

around, 
Singing the praises of the fair and brave. 

6, My fifth, a river through huge sandbanks brought 
To lose its waters in th' Atlantic sea ; 

6. My sixth, a village where great Marlborough 

fought, 
And gained for British arms a victory. 

7. My seventh, a city on Bithynia's strand. 

Where met the wise and good in time of need. 
From* many a holy fane in distant land, 
And blessed the Church with our time- 
honoured creed. 

Th* initials and the finals take. Behold 

Two scenes whose charms by poets have been told. 

One stands in beauty ^neath a southern sky. 

And sees the simple coracle glide by ; 

The other near a pastoral \iox\.\i^Tiv ^Vk^^kql^ 

Id loveliness reflectB lYie nvoois^^ ^^tt>Q»'«xs^\ 
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Through their deserted aisles the night-wini 

sweep, 
Whilst 'neath their stones the good and nu^i 

sleep. 

51. 

1. A British saint. His name enshrined 

In those Cathedral towers. 
Against which rehel hosts combined 

Their base disloyal powers ; 
And ruthless, godless, would defile 
With fire and sword the sacred pile. 

2. A Jewish priest. He, when set free 

From Babylon, restored, 
Best gift I unto his country 

The Scriptures of her Lord. 
Long, long his tomb hath honoured been. 
And yet on Tigris* bank is seen. 

3. The boast of India. City bright 

And glorious and fair ; 
Containing gardens of delight, 

And temples rich and rare ; 
But now its blood-stained precincts tell 
Of murder dire and rapine felL 

4. A famed Geometrician. He 

Who boasted power to move 
The earth ; who scared the enemy 

By fire brought from above ; 
He who absorbed in science stood 
Before the award which 8hedbift\AocA. 
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6. An English admiral. He led 

Our fleet to hostile sea ; 
When British valour bravely bled. 

Cheered on to victory. 
Our navy still his spirit moves, 
^ The eagle doth not bring forth doves.' 

Two plants are here. Th' initials show 

Time-hallowed eastern tree, 
The flnals, flower which crouching low 

Smiles in simplicity : 
And both, alike, to us record. 
The power and wisdom of the Lord. 



52. 



1. A dusky habitant of Afric's land. 

2. A lawless law known on Columbia's strand. 

3. The Muse by roses and by myrtles crowned. 

4. The fidl of waters o'er some rock's high mound. 
6, A city, old episcopate of Spain. 

6. The pledge of weal or woe, of joy or pun. 

7. A ship which nobly braved the Arctic seas. 

8. A nymph whose speed outstripped the flying 

breeze. 

9. The town which gave to Saxon Edward birth. 

10. The flame which lighted erst fantastic mirth. 

11. Lastly, what all have VivA^ ^\!aX «^\ss& ^^s^^x^^ 
And none sbaW \iave a:^\\i ^ot «s«tEissifc* 

5* 
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Initials, finals, take of these, and see 
The wondrous result of philosophy ; 
Which to our use now modem science gives, 
And more than ancient Magi here achieves. 
One walls our wishes swift through endless spacei 
And one arrests our shadow's fleeting trace. 
Each from the fire of heaven its magic draws. 
And puny man thus works by Nature's laws. 

63. 

1. That which the farmer drives afield at early 

dawn of day ; 

2. And that which nestling in the fern, starts up 

and scuds away. 

3. That which in quaint old garden stands en- 

wreathed by woodbine sweet ; 

4. And what with emerald velvet clothes the lawn 

spread at our feet. 

5. That which overhangs the summer-house where 

swallows build their nest ; 

6. And what the moonbeams seem to be which 

shine there on our rest. 

Oh I every line here tells of scenes which fill the 

sailor*s heart. 
As down the river floats his ship fi*om England to 

depart ; 
And two of England's rivers here initials, finals 

name, 
Whose tides shall bear him back again from 
victory to fame. 



DOUBLB ACB06TIC8. 55 

54- 

1 . The ancient dweller in Kentucky's caves. 

2. A northern lake which marhle basin laves. 

3. The field where self-denying Sidney fell. 

4. A Saxon king whom England still loves well. 

5. The plant which yields the Hindu's simple food. 

6. A border stream once red with Scottish blood. 

Take all these jarring elements, and see 
Two master minds of wondrous harmony. 

56. 

1. The solemn notes which o'er old Scotia's hills, 

O'er mountain-torrent's bed. 
Through her dark forests, by her stormy shore, 
Wail for the dead. 

2. The Irish chieflain, whose most noble feast 

Can never be forgot ; 
Or by the guests assembled there, or by 
Those who were not. 

3. The glowing molten torrent which descends 

Adown Vesuvius' side : 
Vineyards and cottages o'erwhelming there 
In its bright tide. 

4. The pleasant music when in harmony 

Two kindred voices share ; 
Charming with silvery ^Q\x\A\^i'i^ws!XetV^^«:^ 

Or garden fait. 



56 DOVBLB ACBOSTICS. 

At the far poles the chill initials reigo, 

The finals hold their court 
High o*er th* Equator ; whilst both, welcome, heife 
In turn resort. 

56. 

1. A beauteous Queen, in days of yore, by dire 

misfortime pressed. 
Sought for mjfirgtt a charm for grief, and clasped 
it to her breast. 

2. My TMxt^ overwhelmed by time and fate, lay 

buried 'neath the ground ; 
Long ages passed before mankind its wondrous 
relics found. 

3. But lovely still my third is seen its clasuc groves 

among. 
Where Anio flows as bright as when it echoed 
Horace' song. 

4. Mj fourth in days of chivalry was thronged by 

knight and squire. 
And happy hearts at yule-tide yet crowd round 
its blazing fire. 

5. And then when tale of chivalry is read, mjjifih 

we hail, 
A noble maid of race oppressed, who, parting! 

raised her veil ; 
6.. Or listen to the fairy-lore by that bright glow* 

ing beam, 
Which shows my sixth in moonlit vale, a sweet 

midsummer's dream. 
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7. Oh! then perchance with grateful heart we 

praise my seventh and say, 
** Peace to his manes who tuned the lyre, and 
charms us by his lay I" 

8. My eighth^ a costly ornament of gold and jewels 

rare, 
Which clasped the holy robes of old which 
holy men did wear. 

9. My miulh by cottage hearth is conned beneath 

the grandame's eye. 
And slowly spelled by stammering tongue, calls 
forth the childish sigh, 

10. When from the merry brother*s voice my tenth 

sounds on the air, 
Telling of sport on village-green and wild 
pranks playing there. 

11. Who of my next on Byron's page with shud- 

dering horror reads, 
Afirighted shrinks from Corinth's siege, and 
his unhallowed deeds. 

12. In our forefathers* minds my twelfth awoke &r 

dififerent thought, 
Smiles to their cheek, and to their eye the 
tears of mirth, he brought. 

13. But one word more — and that thirteenth^ 

breathes in the poet's verse. 
And measures oft the gentle lays which gentle 
themes rehearse. 
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Now let th* initial letters form a most portentous 
word, 

And speak such shocking cruelty as is not often 
heard ; 

Whilst from the finals there breaks forth that love 
of human kind, 

Of which we boast in this good age, and sometimes 
we may find : 

Yet if the better reason now we^d make the worst 
appear, 

We might protest the first must hold their fellow- 
men most dear. 



57. 

1. He whose blest art our lost ones can restore, 

And bid the form beloved remain for aye. 

2. The beauteous dame for whom Malvolio wore 

His yellow stockings and cross-garters gay. 

8. That which the Indian with unerring eye. 
Sagacious, follows through the forest wild ; 

4. The medium in which breathed the earliest sigh. 

Where earliest joy or sorrow wept or smiled. 

5. A country stretched o'er Afric's burning sands* 

Where the wild lotus-eater lived of old ; 

6. A savage animal of Borneo^s strand. 

Who bears strange sem^Aane^ of man^ we're 
told. 
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7. And lastly, that which mourns the honoured 
dead, 
And to the living e*er should warning bring; 
That which from learning's store is often shed, 
And that which poets oft are called to sing. 

Th* initials tell of what ten thousand^ hail 
As daily food. The finals name the brave 

Heroic knight who raised the daring sail. 
And brought that boon across the western wave. 

68. 

1. A little evil spirit to mischief e'er inclined. 

2. A city in whose soft pure air the sick a refuge 

find. 

3. The monstrous serpent of that sea which Nor- 

way's rough rocks bind. 

Now take initials, finals ; two small weapons they 
will yield. 

Which powerful intellects have loved as com- 
batants to wield ; 

Winning more fame than warrior wins upon the 
battle-field. 

69. 

1. yiyjirit in earliest record of the earth 
Beloved, revered, conspicuously stands, 
By sore afflictions tried, by wealth and ^vtvK 
A prince and palTOscYv Vci k-wi^YNcvNsssiL^* 
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2. Through fifty mouths my second^ mighty stream I 

Pours forth its rushing volume to the wave, 
Amidst dense forest scenes its waters gleam, 
And for a thousand miles its wild banks lave. 

3. My third, bright leader of the starry host, 

Shines with soft light in summer's evening 
houi^ 
The loveliest star the firmament can boast. 
Shines as it shone on Eve*s primeval bower. 

4. Mj fourth, a little word, but, solemn thought I 

It comprehends all we can call our own 
Of passing life. Oh ! let life's work be wrought 
Without delay ere its short span be flown. 

5. Mjjifth, when winter's icy fetters bind 

The rivers and the lakes of Canada, 

Decked with rich furs glides through the cutting 
wind, 

And to gay scenes bears youths and maidens 

gay- 

6. My sixth, a Norman princess braved, 'tis said, 

To prove her innocence before her Grod, 
Blindfold by Him her guiltless feet were led. 
And scathless 'mid the burning ploughshares 
trod. 

7. My seventh, th' ambitious Tartar beauty thrown. 

An infant to the serpent's deadly bite, 
Saved to ascend by murder to the throne. 
And named ia India's court ^^ 'Pe^xl oiC De- 
L'gbt, " 
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A good and learned man th' initials show, 
Stern moralist, but honoured, loyed and 
feared ; 

The finals name his friend, from whom we know 
The life and words of him whom he revered. 

60. 

1. Upon the bank of northern stream 

Rising, nay first you see. 
Its hallowed memories a dream 

Of hoar antiquity. 
There the brave pitmen daily toil, 

Debarred from light and air. 
Where learned monks burned midnight oil, 

Or breathed forth praise and prayer : 
More pious, learned than the rest. 
As ^* venerable *' one is in our day confest. ] 

2. In Saxon Chronicle next find 

A prelate called " the good,'* 
Bold, firm, and masculine of mind, 

Convert from heathenhood. 
^ Good '* perhaps for that wild stormy time. 

When discipline ran low ; 
But stained by foul and cruel crime 

We hold his memory now : 
A youthful monarch's bridal hour 
Invaded, and a queen crushed *neath his pride 
of power. 

3. In ancient book we love \.o te^il 

About my ** merr^^ thitd^ 
6 
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When mummers quaffed the sparkling mead, 

Loud revelry was heard. 
It lingers still, the good old name, 

In our good northern shires, 
Its clog, cake, candle, keep their &me, 

And brightly blaze its fires ; 
And many a childlike heart beats high, 
Hailing its wassail-cup and quaint sweet 
minstrelsy. 

From these we bring two little words 

At which men smile and weep. 
The patriarch rich in flocks and herds, 

The sailor on the deep. 
The miner at his daily toil. 

The monarch on his throne. 
The student o'er the midnight oil. 

The prelate, each must own 
Their influence, for both are given 
Alike by Wondrous Love to train the soul for 
Heaven. 

61 

1. The name of Cape which in the south looks 

down on stormy water, * 
And of what ofl adorns the head of victim led 
to slaughter. 

2. The isle whose naughty chieftain once ran off 

with his neighbour's daughter. 
And the Bying pair were dro^tifid. m the sea 
before her father caugYil \xeT. 
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d. The place at which in ancient days the thrifly 
housewife hought her 
Butter and eggs, and fowls and geese, as her 
careful mother had taught her. 
4. A canton in that fine countree where Freedom 
valiantly fought her 
Battles of yore against tyranny, and Austrian 
power cut shorter. 
6, The great Black River flowing through hot 
sands, hut to no port, or 
To any town where palaces are built of bricks 
and mortar. 

Initials, finals joined, Sam Slick would find as sure 

as fkte, or 
As sure as sure, in every place, and cry, " 'Tis 

fauman-natur!** 

62. 

1. The spot where winter wears its sunniest 

smile. 

2. The liour when sweetest summer breezes 

blow. 

3. The amber draught which autumn yields our 

isle. 

4. The tint which spring's first opening daisies 

show. 

Two words of admomlioii \>\<&%^ ^J««^«^^ 

WMch children thTou^ «i!il «ft^<&o\i^ ^^x^^^o^s^- 
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68. 

1. yiy first at once the solace and employ 

Of faithful queen who mourned her absent 
lord, 
By day she framed, by night she would destroy, 
To keep inviolate her plighted word. 

2. My second at fell superstition's call, 

Reigned once amid the islands of the West ; 
Held the dark African in darker thrall, 
And more than slavery the slave opprest. 

9. My third from hidden sources onward flows. 
Still murmuring, gurgling, sparkling on its 
way. 
Forcing apart the green banks which inclose 
Its crystal waters, wooing its delay; 

4. Flows to the ocean, where my fourth appears, 
Sporting upon the blue and halcyon wave ; 
Lulling with syren voice the sailor's fears. 
Tempting the listener to a watery grave. 

Four letters each initials, finals, give : 
The one sets forth a silent child of earth, 

Condemned in low and grovelling sphere to 
live. 
And show to man how abject is his birth. 

Tlie other paints one soaxmgto tVie «Sue^ 
Taught in the glomigAig^tiU txo\a!&\at«£a^> 
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. Type of the soul wheD, freed from eartb, it flies 
To Heaven, and sings its song of love and 
praise. 

64. 

1. Of Israel a king for much wickedness known. 

2. What is by each blast of the firmament blown. 

3. A creature which trips on the greensward by 

night. 

4. The tribe which rushed down on old Rome in 

its might. 
6. The old letters expressive of one-third of nine. 

6. The vessel which bears the black coal on the 

Tyne. 

7. What we find in choice books, though it aid 

not the sense. 

8. The mid part of a ship of some size and pre- 

tence. 

9. A formal religion which all form ignores. 

10. A small bird which haunts muddy rivers and 

shores. 

11. In Poland the name of a lake and a town. 

12. A painter of Holland of world-wide renown. 

13. And, last, a musician whose fiddle and bow 
Delighted our forefathers long long ago. 

Initials and finals altemaJtely place, 

And then the first step to great learning you trAce ; 

Whilst unless you acquire this most woudftt&L 

knowledge. 
You'll never take honoMxs \tv)mSl ot \\v <i^^w^- 

6* 



66. 

1. Look upward to yon toppling crag, raised high 

the storm above, 
To my firsts there the vulture flies, drawn by 
maternal love. 

2. See where my second^ princely saint ! leaves Ms 

own lake-girt shore, 
In Christian love, to lavish aid on plague- 
struck IVlilan's poor. 

3. Read then in sacred history how Tarshish fleet 

of old 
Sailed o'er the sea to reach my thirds impelled 
by love of gold. 

4. Beside my cruel /otirfA, behold, watching his 

ebbing life, 
' Von Wart's heroic Grertrude show the true love 
of a wife. 

Two names of ancient city here, Roman and 

modern, see. 
Which by her absent children still loved and 

revered will be. 

66. 

1. Mj firsts an unpretending weed, 
Uke hoary eld its feathered seed. 
^. Mjrnext, bright waters blue an^^t^ 
With JHzmerous islands cluater^^ ^«c«. 



DOUBLB AGB08TIC8. 67 

3. My thirds a Goddess said to be 
Veiled in strange rites of mystery. 

4. My fouriJi^ each asks, each tells, yet each 
Can rarely verify their speech. 

Two little words are hidden here. 

The one we wish for, th* other fear ; 

Yet by the Christian alone. 

Is the true meaning of these two words known. 



67. 



1. Pronounce the name of one whom best we 

know 
By listening to the notes of Chough and Crow. 

2. Recall the valorous Queen of Caiia, when 
Xerxes declared that women fought like men. 

S. In Nubia's desert graven rocks behold, 
Bearing strange record of the deeds of old. 

4. Tell of the tree whose pensile tresses shower 
Their golden glories over summer bower. 

5. Sail o'er that stormy bay whose wind-tossed 

wave 
The home-bound eastern exiles gladly brave. 

6. Taste now the potent draught by chemists 

sought 
With anxious care, from strange ingredients 
brought. 

7. And lastly view t\ie o^lic ^^^ -s*^^ ^gp^^^ 
The form we love e'eu «^Vt\»»»2Cw»«^^^^'^'^ 
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Here in th* initials and the finals see 

Two ancient cities famed in history : 

Built by the wisest of mankind, His said, 

Who to their gat^s rich streams of commerce led. 

Behold the sandy waste where now are found — 

Half-buried glorious ruins strewed around, 

Graceful majestic columns rising high 

In shattered beauty 'gainst the dark blue sky ; 

Learn how earth^s transient grandeur fades away. 

And hail the promise of a brighter day. 



68. 



1. That which the warrior uses to restrain his 

fiery steed. 

2. What to the blood-stained battle-field brings 

help in time of need. 

3. The honoured mark on warlike breast his 

grateful country gave. 

4. What ever in his country's cause that warlike 

breast will brave. 

Th' initials shew where warriors arm, a place of 

hope and fear, 
When rushing on to victory, when stretched on 

gory bier : 
The finals that which loud proclaims the victory 
when won, 
Or slowly mounis the heavy loss o? Toaxi^ «kVyiM 
one: 
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But join the words together, and you will surely 

find 
It is hope and all its pleasures which alone they 

bring to mind. 

69. 

1. That which Phoenicians fetched from Britain's 

shore. 

2. What weeping exiles long to see once more. 

3. What Grecian kings and heroes strove to win. 

4. What must ensue whatever we begin. 
6. The term for soil left by receding seas. 

6. The luscious &uit we pluck from Syrian trees. 

Two things which women ever well should use; 
The poor they profit, and the rich amuse ; 
But should their lords assume them, lo ! they can 
Be reckoned but the ninth part of a man. 

70. 

1. The hapless parricide so fair and youn^. 

2. The classic shades where mournful Drummond 

sung. 

3. The place where Falstaff loved to take his 

ease. 

4. The paradise of fools the poet sees. 

5. The wild Greek song which sounded Bacchus* 

fame. 

6. The gentle creatute Co^^"t\a^^^.\» Naasifc- 
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7. A Fmtber of tlie drarch, wise, learned, grave. 

8. A monstrous dwelkr in the deep sea-wave. 

9. The Dame which Hamlet gave his fiither's 

ghost, 
When by cooflicting thoughts his soul was tost. 

Find these, and vou the happy season find 

When Faith and Hope and Love bless all man- 
kind; 

And what, alas ! we lose that season flown ; 

Hope &des, Love &intSy Faith tremUes, yet ^tis 
known 

That blessing is replaced by Faith, H(^>ey.Love, 
alone. 

71. 

1. Myjhrsts a sad word on the lips c^a friend. 

When we ask ** Will he never return ?*• 
Tet, ere youth on lifers dangerous lii^way we 
send, 
It were well to pronounce it he learn. 

2. For oft on that highway too surely hell meet 

My secondf to tempt him astray ; ' 
Let him take Holy Truth as a lan^ to his feet. 
And firmly that word know to say. - 

3. Through the maze of my thirds with that lamp 

for his guide. 
In safety he then may proceed, 
Unawed by its pomp, unbeg\M\.ed b^ \\^ v^de^ 
Uoallared by its glitteiing mead. 
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And, oh ! when that third shall, with shrinking 
dismay, 

Hear the trumpet proclaim its dread doom ; 
The finals shew things which will then pass away, 

The initials what all will become. 



72. 



1. The giant of an hundred hands, who strove 
Against the gods, and warred with mighty Joye. 

2. The jocund instrument which erst was played 
To rustic dancers in the chequered shade. 

3. The gentle maiden whom her warlike sire. 
Asking fair winds, placed on Diana^s pyre. 

4. The noble fortress, on its rocky steep. 
Rising in strength to guard the narrow deep. 

5. The mount, which all with reverence must 

name. 
Hallowed in ancient days by hallowed flame. 

6. The jarring rush of elements, whose wrath 
Uproots whole forests in its onward path. 

7. The charm impalpable, diffused around, 
Where richest floral beauties most abound. 

8. The little isle, within whose sheltered breast, 
Wearied, the greatest poet sank to rest. 

Here in initials, finals, we may boast 
The rival beauties of our sea-bound coast. 
The younger sister va\in\;a \\«t wrow^ ^^Kra«»^ 
Which have lured king^ waA. twc^^e.^ \o\kKt «ssaA' 
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The elder, consciooi of a higher daun, 
Can point where history inscribes her name, 
Joined with great deeds of loyalty and truth. 
And with a matron*s smile renews her youth. 
Each, as the seasons roll, her votaries hails, 
And breathes a welcome in health-giving gales. 

78. 

1. The mournful note of nightingale forlorn. 
When said to ** lean her breast up *til a Uiom.'* 

2. The tree from whose rich purple berries came 
The healing syrup spiced by ancient dame. 

3. The slow and sullen stream, o*er whose dark 

breast. 
Spirits, so Poets tell, are borne to rest. 

Th* initials, product of strange distant dime, 
Whose annals stretch beyond the birth of time ; 
The finals, relic of long vanished years, 
0*er which sad mourners shed their hopeless 

tears: 
But join the two— and lo, a cheerful sound I 
The happy Christmas party gather round. 
And ^ quips and cranks ** and merriment abound. 

74. 

1. My first for his flowing amber is known, 

** From Indus to the Pole.*' 
i?. For a naval victory is my next 
Xoscribed on Historf^a toYL. 
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3. A hero, though conquered, my third is seen. 

Led through the streets of Rome. 

4. From my fourth, by the wise, we are bid to 

learn, 
The worth of thrifty home. 

5. In the far far north, ^mid the blinding snow, 

Hunters vay fifth pursue. 

6. The name of my sixth brings to artist-mind 

Scenes of bright gorgeous hue. 

7. My seventh is a stream, on whose frozen banks 

The banished man may weep. 

8. My eighth^ it is sung, keeps a tender watch 

^Where fair dead infants sleep. 

9. And my m'n^A, a fertile isle, o'erlooks 

A blue and tideless deep. 

Look to th* initials with an honest pride, 

From them learn so to live 
That bright example of true worthiness, 

Thou to the finals give. 



75, 



1 . The queen, who drives nightly in squirrel-made 

car. 

2. The noble, who modelled each planet and star. 

3. A hero, whose praises by Ossian are sung. 

4. A chief of th©' land "^Ivwvc.^ ^3ckfc ^w^si^^ewst 

sprung. 
7 
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5, And lasUy, an island, enthroned in the west, ^ 
Whose maidens are lovely, and sons brave con- 
fessed. 

Two hards of renown are revealed to us here, 
Who each held the other in friendship most dear; 
Notes of love and of war still resound in their 

strains. 
But their harps are long silent — be peace to their 

manes t 

76. 

1. The Arab wandering on the desert plain, 
Far o'er the burning sand descries Tay first; 
His failing strength revives, he hastes away. 
Hoping beside it soon to quench his thirst. 

2. Bright is the sun of Italy, and fair 

The rich soft woodland slopes on which it glows 
With ripening ardour, printing dusky kiss 
Upon my next^ which there luxuriant grows. 

3. And solemn is the sigh of fitful breeze. 
Which, like a mournful dirge, is often heard 
Through the grey ruins of our native isle. 
Where in its golden glory waves my third, 

4. My fourth within the sheltered green-house 

may, 
Leaf after leaf, with timorous growth expand. 
And welcomed by admiring glance, still feel 
But as a stranger in a for^n laud. 
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5, Yet each alike, or on its native soil. 
Or tenderly transplanted tax away, 
Turns to my Jiftkt which brings it light and 

life, 
Perfume and beauty, from the orb of day. 

Now find what man with eagerness oft grasps, 
To use with spirit cruel, proud, defiant : 
Then list to her who with a soft voice pleads. 
And to her gentle whisperings be compliant — 
** 'Tis excellent to have a giant's strength, 
But tyrannous to use it like a giant.** 



77. 



1. A fish which yearly seeks our British seas. 7 

2. An Irish Princess, painted by Maclise. 

3. An ancient town on Naples' sunny shore. 

4. Rome's founder, as we read in mythic lore. 
6. And last of all, what minstrels oft have sung 

When knights and dames upon their accents 
hung. 

From these you'll find two fdr and lovely things : 
The one adorns the crown and court of kings ; 
The other decks the peasant's babe, whose eyes 
Sparkle as they behold the pretty prize ; 
One name in Gallic ton^e \.o>ao'^\i^wises 
And both are honoured m o\a ''po^V^ ^ss^^- 
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78. 

1. A town which lies 'mid Tyrol's mountainB vast. 
Named from broad stream with noble Inridge 

overcast. 

2. A fabled monster^ round whose beauteous ftce 
The living serpents curled with horrid grace. 

8. He who the Romans to Metaurus led^ 
Conquered Hasdrubal and cut off his head. 

4. One who in Hexham's forest, stem and wild. 
Protected Margaret and her princely child. 

5. The valley where the Saracenic host 

A yictory o'er Charlemagne could boast. 

6. That Christian prelate who rebuked the pride 
Of gtiilty emperor and homicide. 

7. A nymph whose gentle form, as poets tell, 
Presides o'er purling stream and bubbling well. 

8. A British statesman, on whose long mute tongue^ 
In rapt attention once the senate hung. 

9. That rock whence skill and science send afar 
A light to be the sailor's guiding star. 

Of these, th' initials and the finals frame 
Two common words which aU mankind may claim. 
'Tis true that ofl, with foolish boastful pride. 
The first from others we attempt to hide' ; 
But if the last we, humbly wise, pursue, 
At each advancing step we learn anew 
How clearlj and more clear that first stands out 
to view. 
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79. 



1. A Scottish county, whence our Prince doth 

baron's title take. 

2. A word suggesting wandering thoughts, and 

meaning a mistake. 

3. The vile man-eating cannibals whom Pliny's 

works declare. 

4. A place where soft-plumed birds are reared, 

and bask in sunshine there. 

5. A beauteous lake in Paraguay, which on the 

map you'U find.f 

6. One in whom wondrous science was with 

Christian &ith combined. 

7. The name of a light vehicle which roUs along 

the land. 
And of a buoyant boat which bears the sailor 
from the strand. 



Th* initials and the finals make two words. It 

were in vain 
To hope, without you learn the first, that you can 

knowledge gain ; 
Whilst I, unless I'd learned the last, had never set 

down here 
These puzzling lines, oi '^YCv^, \ Xx^a&V ^vsoT^ 

make the meaniiig cWax. 
7* 
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80. 



/ 



I 



1. Hark! mjfirtt^ rude " blustering railer," 

O^er Northumbrians hills is heard : 

2. There rich kine the sweet stream yielding. 

Which my second turns to curd. 

3. Seek my Viird in Saxon annals, 1 

Cruel in his regal power.]! 

4. Ancient tomb my fourth concealeth 

Since cremation's mournful hour. 

5. Lo ! my fifth o'er Alpine mountains 

Rushes on enfeebled Rome. 

6. Afric's shore my gixth once boasted, 

Great Augustine's see and home. 

7. Through my next the soft breeze rustles, 

'Tis an ever- trembling tree. 

8. And my eighth^ weak grateful creature. 

Sets the forest monarch free. 

Find two names here, learned, noble. 

Known in counsel and debate, 
Known, both, in the world of letters, 

Known in offices of state. 

81. 

1. A prince, whose sorrows all our hearts engage. 

And well depicted on the poet's page. 
J2, A capital, whose gilded domes arise 

Where, eastward far, a gorgeoxxft %Ta^\x^^^^* 
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3. A people, once inhabitants of Gaul, 

Ere Csesar^s cohorts witnessed their downfall. 

4. Proud Spain^s ambassador, who hither came 
To steel our king against Bohemians claim. 

^. A tragic poet, woman-hater he. 
Devoured by dogs his tragic destiny. 

6. What once enhanced whilst shading beauty*s ray, 
Though banished now by fashion^s potent sway. 

^ Initials, finals, take of these — behold 
A tale of misery too often told ; 
Visit thy humble neighbours, find them there. 
Give to relieve them all thy hand can spare. 

82. 

1. Swift through my first our life's blue current 

flows. 

2. My next a Trojan mount, each school-boy 

knows. 

3. My third the infant and the soldier wears. 

4. My fourth a word we may apply to pairs. 

5. "My fifth is said to still the boisterous wave. 

6. The base of vine-clad hills my sixth doth lave. 

7. My seventh^ a villain Shakespeare's pencil drew. 

8. My eighth^ a hunter whom his own dogs slew. 

Th' initials show a name we all revere, 

The finals what was once a word of fear ; 

But now we bail with joy tVieVx ^o^ct ^!W03^^Sifc^^ 

And bid M alliance betxefit xDAx^fei^ai^. 
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88. 

1. A virgin queen whom many a poet praised. 

2. A town where Charles his royal standard 

raised. 

3. The stream which flowed that standard to 

uphold. 

4. The man who barters legal lore for gold. 

5. A warrior in the host Mahommed led. 

6. That which can sleep on wakeful eyelids shed. 

7. And lastly, that which shows in mimic guise 
Lifers picture, and shoots folly as it flies. 

Mother and oflspring we from these may name, 
Each lays to freedom oft a rival claim ; 
Let each for ever live in endless &me I 



84. 



1. My Jirstj like human life, unceasing glides 
Through varied scenes till lost in ocean's tides. 

2. My second, ever deemed a type of peace, 
Clothes the soft hills of Italy and Greece. 

3. In Shakespeare's moated grange my third still 

pines, 
Or breathes her grief in Tennyson's sweet 
lines. 

4. My fourth, celestial visitaxit, de^cexidfi 
To guide the pore, the iniioceiiX ^fetAa. 
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5. My fifths a tribe long through the desert led ; 
The rock their drink supplied, the heavens 

their bread. 

6. My sixth in famed Verona boasts his tomb, 
Round which the muses shed immortal bloom. 

7. My seventh pervades the earth, and cleaves the 

air 
Whilst heaven^s artillery speaks its presence 
there. 

Go ! seek the first in history's glowing page, 
Where warlike glory would our hearts engage ; 
But the stern last is found on battle plain, 
Inscribed in blood, and trophied by the slain. 

86. 

1. Cinque-spotted flower which gems^the mead in 

spring. 

2. Gay bird of sunny clime and ruby wing. 

3. High Alpine mountain crowned by purest white. 

4. Our Britain*s early prince and stainless knight. 

5. The Scottish chieftain, warned to shun the day 
"When the Saxon should meet him in battle 

array." 

Underneath the dark sea waves 

Lie initials ; finals lie, 
Hidden deep in ocean caves, 

Far from every human eye. 
Brought from thence^ tVie^ ^^et^^ X^ ^'^Oi^ 
Regal brow and awan-Viki^ u^Ol. 
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86. 



1. What this earth was ere from its centre hung, 
Ere morning stars its wondrous welcome sung. 

2. He who in darkness gives to wood and stone 
The adoration due to God alone. 

3. The quality which makes us ofttimes prize 
Things which are worthless in familiar eyes. 

4. That *neath whose shade the prophet sought 

repose, 
But found it withered when the morning rose. 

5. That which whilst sparkling in the sun's bright 

ray 
Shrinks from his warmth, and weeps itself 
away. 

6. The generous animal who spared that life 
By cruel Romans doomed to mortal strife. 

Differing in age and clime, two poets here 
In finals and initials will appear ; 
One to the other owes his English dress. 
One tale in sweetest measure both express. 



87. 



1. My firsts an ancient British tribe, long ages 

passed away. 
2, My next gave shelter to a king^ so Saxon 
legends say. 
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3. My thirds the port where Roman force invaded 

Britain*8 shore. 

4. My fourthy the stream which laves the walls 

where Edward pined of yore. 

5. My Jifthj a nohle river, near which noble 

Hotspur fell. 

6. My sixthj the prize fi>r which kings fought, as 

. war^s dire annals tell. 

7. My seventhj the badges white and red which 

marshalled civil foes. 

8. My eighth^ the horrid shouts which oft o*er 

battle field arose. 

But time rolls onward, and the ills of civil wars 

now cease, 
And the initial letters show what blesses days of 

peace; 
Whilst in the finals we behold what surely ruin 

brings. 
And that from which in days of pdace the greatest 

evil springs. 

88. 

1. A term which most learned mineralogists use, 
Which can light through the regions of dark- 
ness diffuse. 

2. An artist, an author whose work is well known. 
And oft on nobility's tables has shone. 

3. The ninth part of 8omel\\\ti^mTKQK\R. ^<5^^^^R^«^ 
And you daily are stopped \>^ \V.^ ^cjA. \»^ ^^ 

queer. 
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4. A sweet which to four smiling things owes its 
birth. 
Which can soothe us in sadness, yet oft furnish 
mirth. 

Take the first and kst letters of these, and joull 

find. 
Two things much unlike and yet often combined ; 
If your fancy be sportive the first brings in view 
What tells of some wonderful nostrum to you. 
And the last, tho^ ^tis rather far-fetched, has the 

power 
To remind you of " butterfly bom in a bower." 

89. 

1. A river, which through vine-clad banks doth 

flow. 

2. A hero, who " some rock^s vast weight would 

throw." 

3. The point from whence bright meteor lights 

proceed. 

4. An ancient people, famed for warlike deed. 

5. A term applied to vulgar wrangling noise. 

6. The bane of those whom no good work 

employs. 

7. A title known in armies and in courts. 

8. A poet, who strange scene of strife reports. 
9. A tell-tale^ whom the cutIoms love to hear. 

JO- A bird, whose voice the 8upexft\.\\}kovxa^'i»x, 
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Th* initials speak of steam's gigantic force, 
Of wealth and luxury, of grime and toil. 

Of stores of richest fabric, bellowings hoarse, 
From blast and loom, and traders unceasing moil. 

The finals Bhow the triumph of such power, 
Placing before the world^s delighted eyes 

Spirit of enterprise, great genius^ dower. 
And all that art and industry supplies. 

The two united tell of days now past — 

Of gathered treasures scattered far and wide — 

Of deep impressions which through life will last, 
And pleasant memories which e^er abide ; 

And one great truth, man*s works will pass away — 

His thoughts, words, deeds, await the judgment 
day. 



90. 



1. A Persian king whose charger won his crown. 

2. An eastern land for richest spices known. 

3. The ship which held th' anointing oil of France. 

4. The heroine of Surrey's sweet romance. 

5. The tiny insect whence we wisdom learn. 

6. The aromatic plant which scents the funeral 

urn. 

Combine th' initials^ and ftoixi xXiecoi ^^>i.^^^ 
To bail the wisbed-foT fiika\A xXi^x^v^^ « 
8 



86 DOOBLB AcaoeTics. 

91. 

1. The wreathed shell the Tritons raised on high, 
To sound the march of Ocean's deity. 

2. The gorgeous ruins, showing still in Spain 
The vanished glories of the Moorish reign. 

3. The low oheisance of eastern land, 

When round harbaric kings the courtiers stand. 

4. That which resounded to th' Egyptian shore, 
When tha dark waves the song of triumph bore. 

5. The holy island whence on pagan night 

In England first was poured the Gospel light. 

6. The lowly flower our ancestors held dear, 
Believing it the visual orb could clear. 

Over each hill and dale of this fair land 
In peace th' initials and the finals stand ; 
But in far days — when civil war was rife. 
And every villein trembled for his life — 
Th' initials would some lofty sunmiit crown. 
And on the finals at its foot look down ; 
The finals to its lord looked up for aid, 
And for protection by good service paid. 

92. 

1 . That which brave Tell at Gessler's order drew. 

2. What when amused we aU are prone to do. 

3. A frequent hero of Arabian tales. 

4. The weight we use when diamoiid<& i^xesa the 

scales. 
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5. And then a lady named in Shakspeare's page. 
Whose temper oft betrayed unseemly rage ; 
Till by her spouse reclaimed, no longer "curst," 
To please him she my last would call my first. 

98. 

1. A Scottish poet formed by nature's hand. 

2. The strain poetic he did best command. 

3. He whose dire fate the muse of Dante' sung. 

4. The region whence morn's rosy light is flung. 

5. The tower profanely built to reach the sky. 

6. The ancient Sphynx's secret mystery. 

7. The lake which Byron " wooed with crystal 

face." 

8. And last, the land through which the reindeer 

chase.) 

A fragile plant is in th' initials seen, 
Which waves beneath the breezes sharp and keen 
Sweeping those hills where hardy mountaineer 
Rejoices in the land the finals will make clear. 

94. 

1 . That which is oft our chief consideration. 

2. The same expressed in speech of ancient nation. 
^. That day on which each first beheld creation. 

4. That which grinds com and helps on navigation. 

5. What the wise traveller is at every station. 

From these two words yo\x^W.^\A^ot <iao\fc\sss§ss&i»ss^^ 
Wluch from the world a\aLe ^«:m\Jwaaft «sx^ ^^>St5^ 
batioD. 
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96. 

1. My first gleams cold where Alpine hills arise. 

2. Stretched at their base my next in freedom lies. 

3. For freedom on my third th* Athenians bled, 
And the best life-blood of their heroes shed. 

4. Still at my fourth's dread hour the shepherds 

hear 
The ghostly tumult there and shrink with fear. 

5. Mj fifth the carnage scented from afar. 

6. And my sixth loudly told the tale of war. 

Now find by the first letters and the last 

What o'er my third two thousand times have 

passed 
Since then, seen many nations rise and fall, 
Yet still behold that plain unchanged through alL 

96. 

1. A knight whose means were slender and waste 

great. 

2. One like us by birth, breeding, and estate. . 

3. Who sought his firiend*s wits, lost, and found 

his own. 

4. What every day is hoped for, never known. 

5. A ruddy beauty in Olympian bowers. 

ff* A splendid insect, hovenuf^ o^ex iVi^ flo^Krera. 
Z A puzzle for our inteHectusl po^ex^. 
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No need dig deep — build on most slight founda- 
tion 
A fragile fabric, and upon it place 
Initials, finals, with consideration, 

Since *neath it shelters beauty, youth, and 
grace. 



97. 



Our initials and finals two words shall disclose, 

Which often combined may appear ; 
Nay, the last sans the first were, as everyone 

knows. 
Like a court without ladies or fine furbelows. 

Or, if spring time were banished, the year. 

1. And now the fir%t thing I must ask you to 

guess. 
Though its branches may there boldly shoot, 
Though its large leaves once furnished a primi- 
tive dress, 
Is a very strange plant, I am free to confess. 
Since no blossom precedes its sweet fruit. 

2. My second, the- name of a beauty renowned, 

Whom a poet of Italy sung ; 
And almost the name of a plant which is found 
Most abundant and g^>TYO\i& ovi c^ajd><^^^ ^^qn2s^ 

Where the lyre oi t\ie ^oeX. S&XsKssi^* 
8* 
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3. And what is my third f Still a jdant you must 

name. 
Whose odorous clusters are brought 

4. From far Indians shore ; and my /oMrth may 

lay claim 
To be reckoned a plant, although, unknown to 
fame, 
It springs up despised and unsought. 

5. My Jiff h overhangs some neat cottage of love. 

Which my whole may inclose in its bounds; 

6. Whilst my sixth word will often a. welcome 

boon prove 
To that whole, as it gently descends from 
above. 
Refreshing the drought-stricken ground. 

9d. 

1. One on sea, one on shore, yet both well known 

to fame ; 
The one leads to glory, the other to shame. 

2. That which oft in the Wars of the Roses We find ; 
There was one ^tnong the gods, and the creature 

was blind. 

3. A nickname of some quiet lady, poor thing ! 
Which the dull people give her who fknoy they 

sting. 

4. A sad lonely hermit who dwe\\% on «t tock. 
From whence to dislodge Inttx Te<vv»xe% «.\i»x^ 

inock. 
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6. And lastly, a planet which rolls through the 
sky, 
Though astronomers never its radiance descry. 

Two words of far different import are here, 

Yet disguised as the first may the last ofl appear. 



99. 

1. My Jirst may guard and beautify the picture of 

a king. 

2. My next on summer holiday a most provoking 

thing. 

3. But oh I when Christmas comes each boy is 

anxious for mv third. 

•r 

4. And joyfully, when it is strong, to do my fourth 

is heard. 

5. My fifth you'll have to look for in the island of 

Japan, 
The only port once open there to European 
man. 

6. My sixth, a pleasant pastime in the winter 

ev'ning gay, 

7. When my seventh at the piano kindly take their 

turn to play. 

And now be grave and steady. The initial letters 

take, 
They tell what God baa \Ae%^^ \» ^V^> %Si^>sNSi. 

us for their sake 
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Be diligent and kind and good, and ever bear in 

mind 
That what the finals show, too oft attend on 

human-kind. 
If to our lot the finals, fall, remember, every day, 
For one as for the other 'tis our duty still to pray. 

100. 

1. To do myfint the sunburnt peasants throng. 
When harvest calls forth glad rejoicing song. 

2. In glowing summer see from flower to flower. 
My brilliant second sport her idle hour ; 

3. Whilst through the rustling grove resounds my 

thirds 
The plaintive call of gentle loving bird. 

4. When winter reigns, mj fourth we love to spend 
,^ In twilight converse with some dear old friend. 

Now let the word which the initials tell 
Name those whose duty 'tis to ponder well 
The nipping wants the final letters show. 
And strive to mitigate each tale of woe. 

101. 

1. Hark! loud sounds my first when a triumph is 

gained. 

2. When law is established my next is maintained. 

5. May my third guide our coun^^U^ bestowed 

from on high. 
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4. On the banks oi my fourth were our foes made 

to fly. 
6, Let them bend to the blast, like mj fifth, when 

beheld 
6. Midst the swamps of my sixth, whence those 

foes were expelled. 

Here a name which ennobles our annals you^U find, 
With the Spaniard's proud boast, which he gave 
to the wind. 

102. 

1. An equal portion of one common whole. 
3. A number indivisible and sole. 

3. A vegetable which low gamblers use. 

4. What we oft give to those who proffer news. 

Th' initials and the finals take and find 
Two passions which alternate sway mankind ; 
One, like the rainbow, cheers life's gloomiest way, 
Whilst, cloud-like, one obscures the brightest day. 

108. 

1. Mj first we enjoy with a kind friendly neigh- 

bour. 
By a tidy fire-side when we rest fVom our 
labour. 

2. When a butterfly tempts boy or girl to a chase 
In the squire's pretty ^rovLudft^ vssl'^ i^^^ ^^ 

stops the race. 
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3. My third is a saint of whom few perhaps have 

read, 
Oq the east coast of Scotland you meet with 
his head. 

4. My fourth oft a figure fierce, hideous, and grim. 
Yet the poor foolish heathen will still worship 

him. 
6. My fifth is most strangely applied to the nose, 
Take a pinch — snuff it up — ^there, a sneeze! 
off it goes ! 

Mark initials and finals. In each, when comhined, 
The name of a most common thing you will find. 
Come to see me ; 1^11 say, ** Draw the first to the 

last," 
And welcome you each to a frugal repast* 

104. 

1. A mixture of ingredients well comhined, 

Crisp, soft, sweet, sour — ^amalgamation rare. 

2. One in whose varied moods we often find 

As strange a mixture — ^hope, joy, rage, de- 
spair. 

3. What, midst the daily alternations, there 
Comes not to soothe his agitated mind. 

4. What he still deems his sorrow's cause so 

fair. 
And some philosophers deem woman-kind ; 
^, Lastly, what's oft the produce of Ida brain^ 
BreatbiDgf id lines hamiomoxia, «Qi\iaa ^^bdl. 
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Th* initials show the hahn which night can spread 
O^er downy couch, as solace for his grief; 

The finals what can joys fantastic shed 
To charm his slumbers; bright, but oh, how 
hrief! 

106. 

1 . My first her charms 'neath fostering care And 

sunshine will display. 
But from the hand of stranger shrink, too 
sensitive, away. 

2. My nexty a faithful city when rebeUion fired our 

isle. 
Within whose walls a royal babe first met her 
mother's smile. 

3. My third near old cathedral towers or classic 

groves is seen. 
With hollow voice and sable garb, and wisely 
solemn mien. 

4. My fmirth^ a summer's holiday, on river, lake, 

or bay, 
When swiftly sail the little craft, decked out 
with colours gay. 

5. My fifth, from eastern minaret doth day by day 

proclaim 
The one Great Truth, but mingled with false 
prophet*s lying claim. 

6. My sixth, a Roman consul, a most cruel tyrant 

he, 
Warlikeand aye deftaul Vu ^efe».\. oJt ^vi\w^- 
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7. My sevetdh^ a rocky mountain, from its fellow 

mountain riven, 
When the waters of the midland sea thro* its 
narrow straits were driven. 

8. My eighth a sign which rules the sky when 

gloomy winter reigns, 
Dark clouds overhang the sleeping earth, white 
snows enrobe her plains. 

Ix>I here behold two monstrous shapes come 

looming from afar, 
Boiling with rage, and hastening each to fratricidal 

war: 
Belching out flame and reeking breath, they rush 

upon their prey. 
Whilst heaving billows bear them on their 

devastating way. 

1862. 

106. 

1 . Light blow the breeze ! 
Smooth flow the tide I 

Nearing the wished-for shore, we o'er mj first 
shall ride. 

2. With lily-buds 
Deck the bride's hair I 

Then lei my next reject featvuce^ as chaste 
and fair. 
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3. Orange-crowned islet I 
'Neath southern skies, 

Like emVald on crystal lake see my third 
verdant lies. 

4. Boast of our land ! 
Yet be ye ware, 

Courts of my fourth avoid, ruin is lurking there. 

5. Changeful and bright I 
Sunshine and shower 

O'er the fields and the hearts of my fifth gleam 
and lour. 

Find here two words, 
Lo I they will show 
Varied passing emotions on lip and on brow. 

107. 

1. Offspring of earth, transparent, pure, 

Which well reflects the things of Heaven. 

2. Vaunted erection of the West, 

To most debasing customs given. 

3. A valiant princess, whose strange vow 

By colour strange was celebrated. 

4. A curious contrivance, meant 

To rouse the dull and heavy pated. 

5. And lastly, that which on its way 

From age to age, with ceaseless rigour 
Impells with slow or rapid !^ace^ 
Now adding Btxen^\i^ tlo^ ex\v.'^vo%xvsgssxt'» 
9 
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Yet bringing still with just award 
To that which the initials token, 

The burden which the finals show. 
And by which many a heart is broken. 

108. 

1. That which the miser views with gloating love. 

2. That which a rogue, arraigned, oft strives to 

prove. 

3. That which his victim asks at Justice* hand. 

4. One who has dangerous talent at command. 

5. An emperor in Rome^s declining state. 

6. One who is apt a story to relate. 

7. Lastly, a measure drapers know full well, 
When selling gauds to decorate a belle. 

Now find my heavenly firat^ which rules each 

sphere. 
Though my sad hat prevail too often here ; 
My la%t is but my first ill understood. 
And both overruled for universal good. 

109. 

1. *Twas used by Bonducca, that brave British 

Queen, 
And still in old Ireland is frequently seen. 

2. In the land where we ought like the turkeys to 

A title of honour my nBxi bnn^s to nVsw \ 
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3. Whilst my last clever people regard as a hit, 
When they give in exchange what the vulgar 
call tit. 

Of these take the first and last letters, and show 
A much dreaded heast, and its natural foe. 



uo. 

1. TAy first again through the pale woods shall 

float. 
When spring-tide swells each little warhler's 
throat. 

2. My next^ a word we safely may apply 

To things pervading earth and air and sky. 

3. My thirdt a royal maid, hy Homer drawn, 
Watching her maidens rinse the snowy lawn. 

4. My fourth^ poor wanderer from some sunny 

vale. 
Sings gaily in our streets his artless tale ; 

5. And on mj fifth with simple faith relies, 
Once more to bless him 'neath his native skies. 

6. Franklin my sixth with fatal courage faced ; 
Through it M'Clure his way in safety traced. 

7. How long we pined of these my seventh to hear, 
And hung on Rumour^s voice with hope and 

fear; 

8. Hailed with my eighth each vessel homeward 

bound, 
To weep the lost, re^o\eu\\i, ^''et ^Cafc Vsvxo.^- 
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From each of these lines guess the right word, and 
find 

That initials and finals win make, when combined. 

What throws gladness alike over mountain and 
vale, 

And what makes the heart's sunshine, tho* storm- 
clouds prevail. 

m. 

1. My first gives warmth to many a mooiiand 

home. 

2. Far in the west my second rolls its foam. 

3. My third frisks oft before the cottage fire. 

4. My fourth a pancake makes when you require. 

5. My fifth, 'tis said, is every man's desire. 

These name two articles we aU well know. 
Which help to raise a Christmas Lilly-lowe. 

1. My first, a king by vain ambition led 

To battle-fields where thousands .fought and 
bled. 

2. My next, a Jesuit of these modem times, 
A pilgrim for his faith in eastern climes. 

3. My third, a Roman emperor, whose power 

In Scotland raised full many a fi)rt and tower. 
4. My/ourth, an author wboae ^xoYi^^i Vswiu 
Oar givDdsires with long taVea co\s\.^ eoXetHscaiK 
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5. My fifths in literature best known to fame 
Bj forging dramas in a poet^s name. 

6. My 9ixth^ to strangers Italy may boast, 
A wealthy banker and a gracious host. 

7. My seventh^ but lately to the tomb consigned, 
To nature^s study turned his well-stored mind. 

Here find we names of many an age and land. 
Some lowly bom, some nurtured to command. 
Yet each alike, alas ! would feel the sting 
Of what the finals will before us bring; 
And e^en the best, for many a word and deed, 
Th' initials from their fellow men would need. 



U8. 

1 . yLyfirit^ people take in the waves of the sea, 
Yet poor folk inland like it tipped with a flame. 

2. My second, a " chef" of some celebrity, 

Who published a book which is called by his 
name. 

3. My third, with three brothers, in childhood we 

knew, 
Proteges of a certain good Quaker of yore. 

4. My fourth, from some lips we delight in, ^tis 

true. 
Whilst from others we fr^kW^ <»\jSrw^ ""^ca *•. 
bore. 
9* 
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Th' initials of these four strange articles show 
A biped mach liked, tbo* for quackery &med ; 
The finals what ofltimes are seen in a row, 
And by him as attendants are frequently claimed. 

114. 

1. The Spartan slave to lowest bondage brought. 
And brutalized to make the children sport. 

2. That which affords support to many a pUe, 
Yet glows and fades— offspring of tear and 

smile. 

3. The'lovely Scottish island in the west. 
Which erst one family alone possessed. 

4. The British admiral whose boast is made — 
*'Hi8 name shall flourish, though the spring 

shaU fade." 

5. The Flemish painter who did first impart 
The better medium for his noble art. 

6. Th' Egyptian king who 'scaped devouring fire, 
And by his children's bodies bridged the pyre. 

7. The brother foe, who fell in Stanford's fight. 
When Harold claimed the English crown hia 

right. 

8. The fertile island in West Indian Sea, 
Whose negro sons conspired to make her free. 

9. A town on Dneiper's bank, where fiercest rage 
Of war the Turk and Russ were wont to wage. 

10. The Median tribe, whose fell ^xediction gave 
2"he infant Cyrus to an \m?vWe^ ^«^Ne, 
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11. The soft light covering of the storm-bird^s 

breast, 
On which the gay and wealthy sink to rest. 

12. That which join's music's charm to love's 

sweet word ; 
In courtly halls and;rustic revels heard. 

The initials first of honest labour show, 

The well-earned blessing of well-cultured field. 

The sustenance procured by sweat of brow. 
The golden store good husbandry will yield ; 

Eld, youth, and maidenhood exulting see, 

Glad mothers, white-haired children shouting in 
their glee. 

Turn to the finals. Surely this is given 

To Heaven by all the loud exulting throng ! 
When the last wain home from the field is driven, 
And decked with flags and wreaths it creaks 
along — 
Then join the two, and Jubilate raise. 
In His own hallowed courts to the Great Master's 
praise. 

U5. 

1. Fashion once with my ^r«^ would encircle her 

face; 

2. My second she takes in her crowded saloon ; 

3. In the Cornhill she teaA. oi m^ ttwrdi: a ^wiSfeK^^ 

grace ; 
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4. Whilst the '^Dream" of mjfaurik she erst 

deemed a sweet tune. 

5. She will dine on my fifth when a pancake 8he*d 

scorn; 

6. Likes the screech of my nxth^ but abhors a 

coach horn. 

First the finals. They're charming when simple 
and pure ; 
But Fashion too often will over them throw 
Her fantastic devices, their charms to obscure, 
Or stamp as true metal some counterfeit 
show, 
Which th' initials reflecting with complacent 

air, 
Exclaims Fashion's perfection is only seen there. 

116. 

1. A river, whose'pent waters burst their bound, 

And o'er &ir scenes rushed with impetuous 
roar. 

2. An inland sea, upon whose startled shore 
Was heard the din of warriors echoed round. 

3. A gentle stream, in which a fair boy found 

The death his mother's endless tears deplore 

4. The northern county, where in days o 

yore 
The castle of a base ^laurpw feoN^n^^, 
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10^ 



See o'er all these the hopeful first arise, 
;;, Touching by turns the hill, the wood, the 
stream, 
Awakening each to work their Maker's will : 
Then comes the second, tinting all the skies 
With softer beauty, till the sun's last beam 
Hides in the western wave, and all is still. 



117. 

1. The old, Greek poet, whose bold numbers sung 
How from dark Chaos' womb the young earth 

sprung. 

2. The rustic Cornish youth, who rose to fame. 
And amongst British painters left his name. 

3. The worthless favourite of a worthless queen. 
The first who died where many a death hath 

been. 

4. The English lady, who unlocks the store 
Of erudition hid in Saxon lore. 

5. The title of fair Scotland's murdered heir. 
By kinsman doomed to hunger and despair. 

Guess these aright ; th' initials will unfold 
The name of wondrous bard in days of old. 
Whose battle songs, resounding from afar. 
Aroused a mighty monarch's love of war ; 
And in the finals you will l\ie;W ^•e.^ct^^ 
The name of one, wlio&e \o^«X ^aa^^Xx^ 
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Drew their bright swords, not for a vain reDowD, 
But to uphold the country, save the crown — 
A noble statesman he, whose leisure hour 
In our own tongue rolls forth those words of 
power. 

118. 

1. A fell disease which oft attacks the ear. 
Then spreads till dark the staff of life appear. 

2. What often holds true light, itself untrue, 
With wealth deceptive glittering to the view. 

3. A king or beggar, elephant or mouse. 
Lightning or thunder, desert, field, or house. 

4. What can dissevered cabinets repair. 
Strengthen the throne, or prop the civic chair. 

Two words these form. Prophets and bards of old 
The one have sung within the sacred fold ; 
The other, oft allied to vulgar mirth. 
May wake the thoughtless revelry of earth. 
Whilst both conjoined may cheer the social hearth. 

U9. 

1. A bevy of fairies are busy collecting 

My firstf that unseen they may float through 
the air ; 

2. And the eye of my next in fine frenzy detecting 

Their frolicsome spoil and their provident 
care. 



DOUBLB ACB08TI08. 107 

8. Our dear English fairies ! through summer 
nights dancing, 
Who e'er at the gleam of my third hie away; 

4. And fear as they see her fair footsteps ad- 

vancing, 
To meet with mj fourth in the full glare of 
day; 

5. So hide in the foxglove — whence timidly 

glancing, 
To all invitations my fifth they will say. 

Our dear English fairies! they ne*er think of 
roaming 
To where in initials the olive trees stand ; 
They prefer our bold coast where the wild waves 
are foaming, 
To the beautiful finals, that classical land ! 



120. 

1. What Israel's sons throughout all Egypt sought. 

2. That power by which great cure of griefs is 

wrought. 

3. A town for healing balsam known to fame. 

4. One who to healing knowledge lays false claim. 
6, What Spain, France, Russia, Turkey, claim 

to be. 
6. A knightly pledge m d«t^^ ^^ ^5tv\^^j5sri- 
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7." A stream, /whose bosom wealth enormous bears. 
8. What wealth gives not, and poverty oft shares. 

Two inconsistent qualities here find. 
In true religion marvellously combined. 

121. 

1. Within the measure of my first we find 

The love-lorn plaints of old from Petrarch 
wrung. 

2. My next^ the name which flattery assigned^ 

To the great Queen Orlando Gibbons sung. 

3. My thirds in state before high Caesar borne. 

Was type of union and imperial power. 

4. My fovrth^ though now of mystic emblems 

shorn, 
Shows of the heavenly orbs the coming hour. 

Th^ initials oft invite us to repose ; 

The finals urge to labour day by day : 
The two will tell how pleasant thought arose. 

And simple theme inspired the poet's lay, 

122. 

1. Nurse of the rosy god, whose lips divine 

She fed with luscious wine. 

2. The stream from out Carpathian mountains, 

forth 
TVeJling to the dark nonV. 
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3. The fabric fashion's dictates now declare 
Should robe the rich and fair. 

Th' initials, tender in her youth and weak, 

Fain for support will seek ; 
The finals nobly that support will yield, 

Her upright stay and shield ; 
And when his head is white with winter snows, 

Grateful her arms she throws 
Around his form who has her safety been, 

Making him ever green, 

123. 

1. A Papal legate. See an abject king 
Kneel at his feet and humbly tribute bring. 

2. A precious gem. Behold ! with skill and care 
A classical design deep graven there. 

3. A poet's birth-place. Hark ! mid pain and toil 
His vigorous verse resounding o'er the soiL 

4. A hated reptile. Lo ! it forms a part 

Of the foul cauldron mixed by witches' art. 

5. A silent stream. Mark the pure lilies float — 
The faithful dog divine his master's thought, — 
And the fair prize from out the water brought. 

These in due order range, and you will sec, 
Th' initials gentle, and the finals strong ; 

Whilst from the two corner fotXJa. v«t^\. \sv^^^^ 
Rising and falling \nt\v \\i^ ^Qfc>il^ ^<»a%» 
10 
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124. 

(qvadbvplb.) 

We Ve ofleD guetwed acrostics, and acrostics double 
too; 

But now well tiy another sort, it may prove some- 
thing new. 

1. The Jirst word tells of garc^n iUr in the bright 

land of mom, 
Where bloom the flowers of every hue, the roses 
without thorn. 

2. The second names a limpid stream which winds 

through rocky dale, 
The angler loves its waters undisturbed by oar 
or sail. 

3. The third is felt by Christian hearts a blessed 

awful word. 
In which the never-ending joy of heavenly life 
is heard. 

4. The fourth a Roman General, defeated once in 

Spain, 
He on his native fields won back the laure' 
wreath again. 

YouVe found the words ? Now place them in di 
order, each *neath each. 
And try if these same lettctamo^ iioX. ^Mfcst xsnea 
2Dg8 teach. 
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1. Mark th^ imtiala first disclosing a noble English 

name 
Of brother and of sister in India known to 
&me. 

2. Then take the second letters, and a gentle bird 

you see, 
Whose soothing monotone resounds through 
summer leafery. 

3. The third row s^ows two syllables whose mean- 

ing you will own, 
When breathed in parting moments is the sad- 
dest can be known. 

4. Whilst the finals stand notorious amid the 

human race. 
The execrable type of all that^s cruel, wanton, 
base. 

Yes, scan them well, these letters, as arranged in 

columns fair. 
The quadruple acrostic you will find a perfect 

square. 

126. 

(quadsuple.) 

1. Lol to my first the anxious seaman looks, 

To guard him safely on his trackless wa^ v 

2. My next recordelh scenes oi'^^^l wA^<^^ 

Sweet rural peace, dtea^ ^itvcaft^«»^^'^'^'^^®^ 
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3. My third is known a medicine of power, 

Bitter and nauseous to the patient's taste ; 

4. My fourth impedes the flowing of the stream, 

Or with rough verdure clothes the marshy 
waste. 

Four words are here. Their letters take and see 
Each under each is in due order ranged ; 

Then downward read, four words again appear. 
But now the meaning of each word is changed. 

1. Thejirst is brightly glittering on the breast 

Of valiant soldier or of noble peers ; 

2. The next from ancient race the tyrants asked 

Through the hard servitude of bitter years. 

3. The third Italian terrace oft adorns, 

But coyly lingering its bloom delays. 

4. The fourth^ ennobled by the poet's hand. 

Gives forth his words of fire and sets the 
world ablaze. 



126. 

1 . That which, alas ! he is who never hears 

The rustling woodland, or the lark's sweet 
song. 

2. That which embitters days and months and 

/ears, 
And makes our life wend vjewW^' ^q.tv^. 
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3. A knightly decoration known to &me, 

Which of ttimes aids rude peasants' boisterous 
mirth. 

4. That which ambition ever makes its aim, 

Although it rarely is attained on earth. 

5. A town where many a busy finger weaves 

A web which with the gossamer's may vie ; 

6. A child o'er whose s.id birth a patriarch 

grieves, 
Named by his mother with her parting sigh, 

7. That which awaits each earth-bom child of 

man, 
To which both joy and sorrow lead the way. 

8. What many a poetaster oft must scan 

Before he find fit ending for his lay. 

Th' initials show a dark portending doom, 
Dull cheerless days, and dismal cloudy skies ; 

But the bright finals vrill disperse the gloom. 
Warm our chilled hearts, and light up merry 
eyes, 

127. 

1. To do my first too soon the new-born child 
Was seen, whilst o'er its couch its mother 

smiled. 

2. He grows apace. She^ lav\%\i c»i\k!^t ^*»^^ 
Nov/ with my second ttia<c»o>Xi<^'VkVi^ ^gSi^^'^w^^s^ 

10» 
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3. But trembles as she thinks upon my thirds 
The place where once sad mothers' caries were 

heard; 

4. Starts as my fourth is in the lock tamed round, 
Then joys the child his father's arms bath 

found. 

Time flies. The boy must now be sent to school; 
Th^ initials show what there he does by rule ; 
The finals what employs his leisure hours — 
As April sunshine waits on April showers, 
So these, alternate, days and weeks still bring, 
Till home at Christmas — happy as a king I 

128. 

1. The British seaman, who did home proWde 
For babes cast off by all the world beside. 

2. An eastern pilgrim, journeying wearily 

At his false prophet^s tomb to bend his knee. 

3. The Roman who so nobly kept his faith, 

Ilis country saved, then turned to foredoomed 
death. 
4 The murdered Greek, who to avenge him dead. 
Invoked the cranes then flying o^er his head. 

5. The town which once possessed the sacred 

stone 
Used by old Scotia's kings as regal throne. 
0. The Dohle mountain land of liberty^ 
Where patriot Hofer stru^^ed Vo>a^ ^^^t. 
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7. That which in London ** pointing to the 

skies, 
*^ Like a tall huUy, lifts its head and lies." 

8. The scale-clad heast which haunts the tropic 

shore, 
Where through Brazilian woods the waters 
pour. 

9. The harsh wild fruit, whose juice, in tangled 

lanes, 
The rosy lips of village children stains. 

First find a word which breathes of holy joy, 

When endless praise should every tongue employ. 

Then to the finals look ; if more of earth 

Its nature, causing harmless rustic mirth. 

Condemn it not, nay, relic though it be 

Of heathen days and foul idolatry, 

^Tis good on those dark days our thoughts to 

turn. 
The blessing of the Gospel light to learn. 
That in more grateful hearts the flame of love 
may burn. 



129. 

1. A store of good old English ale my first will 

ofl contain. 

2. The husbandmen m^ seconvd. >a!&&''«VNSi ^-snsr. "^^ 

barley grain. 
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3. Hy tkird^ alas I too oft occurs when that good 

ale is strong. 

4. And people to mjfomrth are led, which is all 

very wrong. 
6, Twere better far to stay at home, where they 
my fifth would be, 

6. And with their wives and childrai take my 

nxth right cheerily. 

7. Come, stir the fire I my ^^oentft will then reflect 

the glowing flame. 

8. These ancient hangings firom my eigMh^ in 

ancient Flanders, came. 

9. Hark I Listen how the village choir my mnJth 

is doing now I 

10. Its humble strains more sweet than those my 

terUh draws by his bow. 

1 1 . Eleven's a preposition, short, and very often 

heard. 

12. Whilst for my twelfth, I grieve to say, I cannot 

find a word ; 
But if with these short-comings still my gentle 

readers guess 
The seasonable words which this acrostic would 

express, 
The boys must have the first of them, the girls the 

last, folk say ; 
So 1 wish you a merry Christmas, and a happy 

New Year's Day. 
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130. 

1 . A pious Vaudois pastor, 

Who sought his scattered flock 
In winter storm and summer drought, 
O'er Alpine stream and rock. 

2. A lovely river, flowing 

Through olive fields of Spain, 
From where the Goth stiU lingers 
Far eastward to the main. 

3. The old and honoured city 

Where England's treasure lay, 
When Tyrell's fatal arrow 
Glanced from its mark away. 

4. The tree our fathers planted 

Above their fathers' grave ; 
Whilst with the bended branches 
They armed the living brave. 

5. The land where art long flourished. 

Ere Rome's seven hiUs were crowned ; 
Whose tombs alone are left us 
Beneath the time-raised mound. 

6. A pretty flower which gladdens 

The earthward-turning eye, 
Yet by its form temSxi^^ >a«» 
Of lighis N?Yik\\ %em xJcv^ ^^ • 
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7. A king, too early reigning, 
Misled in boyhood*8 years. 
Deposed and murdered, fondly wc 
By childlike widow's tears. 

Two words. Let one arrest us 

A moment on life's track ; 
And, ere we bid it welcome, 

Upon our course look back. 
To days and scenes departed. 

To many a wasted hour. 
Lost opportunities of good 

No longer in our power. 

Then, grateful for the mercy 

To us, unworthy, shown. 
Then let the other urge us 

More bravely to go on : 
On, like true Christian Pilgrim, 

With careful steps and slow. 
Where Christian duty calls us. 

There humbly bravely go. 



John Aod Cliarles Mosley, ¥i\nus«^l>«t\) 



